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GENERAL INTRODUCTION
The Republic of Uganda has a total area of c.236,000 km² and is
bounded by Sudan in the north, Democratic Republic of Congo in
the west, Rwanda in the south-west, Tanzania in the south and Kenya
in the east, with a shoreline along Lake Victoria, the second-largest
freshwater lake in the world (Map 1). It is a landlocked country,
straddling the Equator between 04°N and 01°S and extending from
29°12’W to 35°00’W. Of its total area, 194,000 km² are dry land,
34,000 km² open water and about 8,000 km² permanent swamp. The
country lies on the African plateau, mainly at altitudes between 900
and 1,500 m above sea-level. In the south, the characteristic scenery
consists of flat-topped, mesa-like hills and broad intervening valleys,
frequently containing swamps. Towards the north, the landscape is
more subdued, consisting of gently rolling open plains interrupted
by occasional hills, mountains and inselbergs. South-westwards,
broken hill country characteristically encircling lowland embayments
forms a transition to the deeply incised plateau that reaches its
greatest heights of more than 2,000 m above sea-level in Kabale
district. The Rift Valley, which runs along the western border, has
two troughs containing Lakes Edward, George and Albert. Between
these depressions lie the glacier-topped mountains of the Rwenzori
range, rising to the highest peak in the country at 5,110 m. There are
a number of volcanic centres associated with the Rift Valley, including
(in the south-west) the three quiescent Bufumbira volcanoes of
Muhavura (4,505 m), Mgahinga (3,400 m) and Sabinyo (3,987 m).
The lowest point in Uganda is about 600 m above sea-level, near
Nimule town at the border with Sudan.
Uganda’s population was nearly 16.5 million according to the
1991 census, but is probably now over 20 million and it was
estimated to be growing at an average annual rate of 2.9%. Average
density in rural areas was 85 persons/km², but ranging from 12 to
289. Population density in Uganda tends to correlate strongly with
rainfall distribution; a phenomenon that highlights the
predominance of agriculture as a major land-use activity. The main
settlement areas are from Mbale in the east, radiating south-

westwards along the shore of Lake Victoria and north-westwards
to Lira district; the fertile valleys of Kabale, Rukungiri and
Bushenyi districts; the West Nile plateau; and urban centres.
Although Uganda lies astride the Equator, the country’s tropical
climate is considerably modified by elevation above sea-level and
local relief. For most of Uganda, the mean annual minimum
temperatures range from 10° to 20°C and the mean annual
maximum temperatures range between 25° and 30°C. The mean
temperatures over the whole of Uganda show no great seasonal
variation, apart from those of the mountainous districts of western
Uganda and around Mount Elgon. Relative humidity is often high,
ranging between 70–100% and mean monthly evaporation rates
range between 125–200 mm.
Much of the country receives between 1,000–1,500 mm of rain
per annum, increasing with altitude, but this is variable. In most
areas of Uganda there are wetter and drier seasons. The south of
the country has two rainfall peaks, one in April–May and another
in October–November, but these vary considerably from year to
year. This bimodal pattern becomes less marked towards the north,
and eventually coalesces to give one peak. The reliability of rainfall
generally declines northwards.
Due to its widely varying topography and climate, Uganda is
characterized by a wide range of vegetation-types. These include:
Sudanian woodland in the north of the country; AcaciaCommiphora bushland and semi-desert grasslands in the north-east;
montane and bamboo forests, heath and moorland on mountains;
medium-altitude and lowland forests along the Rift Valley and
around Lake Victoria; and extensive wetlands and flood-plains in
the Nile valley and around Lake Victoria. The great majority of
this natural vegetation has, however, been subjected to human
influence and altered by cultivation, fire and grazing to savannas,
woodland-savanna mosaics, and pastures. For example, tropical
high forest covered about 13.7% of the total land area in 1900, but
this was reduced to about 3.6% by 2000 (Arinaitwe et al. 2000).
Uganda had various forms of political instability for over three
decades from the mid-1960s. Democratic government ceased with
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Map 1. Location and size of
Important Bird Areas in
Uganda.
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Table 1. Summary of Important Bird Areas in Uganda.
IBA
code
UG001
UG002
UG003
UG004
UG005
UG006
UG007
UG008
UG009
UG010
UG011
UG012
UG013
UG014
UG015
UG016
UG017
UG018
UG019
UG020
UG021
UG022
UG023
UG024
UG025
UG026
UG027
UG028
UG029
UG030

976

30 IBAs covering c.13,598 km²
A1

Site name
Mgahinga Gorilla National Park
Echuya Forest Reserve
Nyamuriro swamp
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park
Rwenzori Mountains National Park
Kibale National Park
Queen Elizabeth National Park
and Lake George
Kyambura Wildlife Reserve
Semliki National Park
Semliki reserves
Lake Mburo National Park
Mabira Forest Reserve
Sango Bay area
Musambwa islands
Lutoboka point (Ssese islands)
Nabugabo wetland
Mabamba Bay
Lutembe Bay
Budongo Forest Reserve
Murchison Falls National Park
Ajai Wildlife Reserve
Mount Kei Forest Reserve
Mount Otzi Forest Reserve
Doho Rice Scheme
Lake Nakuwa
Lake Bisina
Lake Opeta
Mount Elgon National Park
Mount Moroto Forest Reserve
Kidepo Valley National Park
Total number of IBAs qualifying:

Administrative region
Kisoro
Kabale, Kisoro
Kabale
Kisoro, Kabale, Rukungiri
Kasese, Bundibugyo, Kabarole
Kabarole
Rukunguri, Bushenyi, Kasese
Bushenyi
Bundibugyo
Bundibugyo
Mbarara
Mukono
Rakai
Rakai
Kalangala
Masaka
Mpigi
Mpigi
Masindi
Masindi, Gulu
Nebbi
Arua
Moyo
Tororo
Soroti, Kamuli
Kumi
Katakwi, Kumi
Tororo, Mbale, Kapchorwa
Moroto
Kotido

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

Criteria (see p. 11; for A2/A3 codes, see Tables 2/3)
A2
A3
A4i A4iii
106 107 109 s057 s059 s060 A04 A05 A06 A07 A08
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

5

2

1

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
25

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

1

2

✔
✔
2

✔
6

8

16

✔
✔
✔
8

✔
✔
2

8

4
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a military takeover in 1971. This regime was subsequently
overthrown in 1979 and there followed a series of governments
that relied in one way or the other on the military. In 1995, a new
Constitution for Uganda was adopted, followed by a general
election in 1996. The current Government therefore came into power
through a democratic process.
Administratively, Uganda has undergone a decentralization
process over the past decade; such that central government has
devolved considerable powers and responsibilities to districts.
Government at that level consists of an elected council. There are
various tiers of local government below the district council, all of
which are also elected. These include sub-county, parish and village
councils. Environment management is one responsibility that was
devolved to local governments. It is therefore essential that the
various Local Councils are involved in the design and
implementation of any IBA conservation strategies.
The past decade has seen relative peace in most parts of the
country, although some parts are still unstable. This includes areas
in the north and in the Rwenzori mountains region, where there
are periodic rebel insurgencies. Government is making efforts to
return stability to all parts of the country. Because of this situation,
this inventory of Important Bird Areas did not make full coverage
of the country and more research in the northern parts should reveal
further ornithologically important sites.

ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE
In relation to its size, Uganda ranks among the richest countries
for birds in Africa, with 1,007 species so far recorded (Carswell et
al. in press), of which c.800 resident and Afrotropical migrant
species breed or are assumed to breed. This species richness is partly
explained by the diversity of land-forms and habitats, ranging from
snow-capped mountain-tops in the west to semi-arid areas in the
north-east, and rainforests in the centre and west to the open waters
of the numerous lakes.
There are 10 globally threatened species, all in the Vulnerable
category, as well as two Data Deficient species and some 17 globally
near-threatened species (Collar et al. 1994). The presence in Uganda
of three of these species—Eremomela turneri, Coracina graueri and
Kupeornis rufocinctus—has never been confirmed, and the
taxonomic status of Ploceus victoriae is still under review. These
four species have not been used in the selection of any site as an
Important Bird Area, pending more information on their status.
Some of the other species have not been seen for a long time or are
known from one collection or a few old sightings. For example,
Phyllastrephus lorenzi is only known from one collection from
Bwamba Forest, now part of Semliki National Park. The abundance
of the other species ranges from locally common, such as Laniarius
mufumbiri, to rarely sighted species such as Hirundo atrocaerulea.
Three Endemic Bird Areas (EBAs) lie partly within Uganda—
the Albertine Rift mountains (EBA 106), Eastern DR Congo
lowlands (107) and Kenyan mountains (109)—as well as three
Secondary Areas: Dry woodlands west of Lake Victoria (s057),
North Ugandan swamps (s059) and North-east Uganda (s060).
There are 31 restricted-range species in Uganda (see Table 2), five
of which are globally threatened, namely Pseudocalyptomena
graueri, Apalis karamojae, Bradypterus graueri, Muscicapa lendu
and Cryptospiza shelleyi. Twenty-four of these species are restricted
to the Albertine Rift mountains, two to the eastern DR Congo
lowlands and two to the Kenyan mountains. There is one restrictedrange species in each Secondary Area, and one of these, Ploceus
spekeoides (of s059), is the only species endemic to Uganda (pending
resolution of the status of Ploceus victoriae).
Uganda lies at the meeting place of five biomes of central and
eastern Africa, each with a characteristic avifauna. These biomes
comprise the Sudan–Guinea Savanna (biome A04 ) with
22 Ugandan species restricted to it, the Guinea–Congo Forests
biome (A05) with 144 species, the Lake Victoria Basin biome (A06)
with 12 species, the Afrotropical Highlands biome (A07) with
88 species, and the Somali–Masai biome (A08) with 32 species
(Table 3).
Until recently, Uganda was not thought to have large
congregations of birds, but several waterbird species have now been
discovered to congregate in significant numbers at certain times of

the year. These sites are either breeding colonies, feeding areas or
roosting areas, and the waterbirds involved include Phalacrocorax
carbo, Egretta garzetta, some Palearctic waders, Larus cirrocephalus,
Sterna nilotica and Chlidonias leucopterus.

CONSERVATION INFRASTRUCTURE AND
PROTECTED-AREA SYSTEM
Uganda is in the process of preparing a National Biodiversity
Conservation Strategy and Action Plan. Through its eventual
implementation it is intended that conservation of biodiversity and
Table 2. The occurrence of restricted-range species at Important
Bird Areas in Uganda. Sites that meet the A2 criterion are
highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are
highlighted in bold blue.
106 – Albertine Rift mountains Endemic Bird Area
(24 species in Uganda; five sites meet the A2 criterion)
IBA code:
001 002 004
Francolinus nobilis
✔
✔
✔
Musophaga johnstoni
✔
✔
✔
Caprimulgus ruwenzorii
✔
Indicator pumilio
✔
Pseudocalyptomena graueri
✔
Zoothera tanganjicae
✔
✔
✔
Alethe poliophrys
✔
✔
Cossypha archeri
✔
✔
✔
Apalis ruwenzorii
✔
✔
✔
Apalis personata
✔
✔
Bradypterus graueri
✔
✔
✔
Graueria vittata
✔
Hemitesia neumanni
✔
Phylloscopus laetus
✔
✔
✔
Melaenornis ardesiacus
✔
Muscicapa lendu
✔
Batis diops
✔
✔
✔
Parus fasciiventer
✔
✔
Nectarinia alinae
✔
Nectarinia regia
✔
✔
✔
Nectarinia purpureiventris
✔
Cryptospiza jacksoni
✔
✔
✔
Cryptospiza shelleyi
✔
✔
Ploceus alienus
✔
✔
✔
Number of species recorded:
14
12
24
107 – Eastern DR Congo lowlands Endemic Bird Area
(two species in Uganda; two sites meet the A2 criterion)
IBA code:
Phyllastrephus lorenzi
Zoothera oberlaenderi
Number of species recorded:

005
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
17

004
✔
1

006

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

5

009
✔
✔
2

109 – Kenyan mountains Endemic Bird Area
(two species in Uganda; one site meets the A2 criterion)
IBA code:
Francolinus jacksoni
Cisticola hunteri
Number of species recorded:

028
✔
✔
2

s057 – Dry woodlands west of Lake Victoria Secondary Area
(one site meets the A2 criterion)
IBA No:
Lybius rubrifacies

011
✔

s059 – North Ugandan swamps Secondary Area
(two sites meet the A2 criterion)
IBA code:
Ploceus spekeoides

026
✔

027
✔

s060 – North-east Uganda Secondary Area
(two sites meet the A2 criterion)
IBA code:
Apalis karamojae

029
✔

030
✔
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Table 3. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Uganda. Sites that meet the A3 criterion are highlighted
in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range are highlighted
in blue.
A04 – Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (22 species in Uganda; six sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
006
007
009
010
012
019
Falco alopex
Francolinus icterorhynchus
Tauraco leucolophus
✔
✔
Merops bulocki
✔
Lybius rolleti
Dendropicos poecilolaemus
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Lanius gubernator
Corvinella corvina
Turdoides tenebrosus
Cisticola ruficeps
Cisticola troglodytes
Drymocichla incana
✔
Emberiza affinis
✔
Ploceus heuglini
Plocepasser superciliosus
✔
Nesocharis capistrata
✔
✔
Lagonosticta rara
✔
Lagonosticta larvata
Estrilda troglodytes
✔
Lamprotornis chalcurus
✔
Lamprotornis purpureus
✔
✔
✔
Ptilostomus afer
✔
✔
✔
✔
Number of species recorded:
1
3
2
6
1
10
A05 – Guinea–Congo Forests biome (144 species in Uganda; eight sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
004
005
006
007
009
Bostrychia rara
✔
Accipiter castanilius
✔
Accipiter erythropus
✔
Urotriorchis macrourus
✔
Spizaetus africanus
✔
✔
✔
Francolinus lathami
✔
✔
Francolinus nahani
✔
✔
Himantornis haematopus
✔
Sarothrura pulchra
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Columba albinucha
✔
✔
✔
Columba unicincta
✔
✔
✔
✔
Psittacus erithacus
✔
✔
✔
✔
Agapornis swindernianus
✔
✔
✔
Cercococcyx mechowi
✔
✔
✔
✔
Chrysococcyx flavigularis
✔
✔
Cercococcyx olivinus
✔
✔
✔
Bubo poensis
✔
Glaucidium tephronotum
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Glaucidium castaneum
✔
Caprimulgus batesi
✔
Caprimulgus nigriscapularis
✔
✔
✔
Rhaphidura sabini
✔
✔
✔
✔
Neafrapus cassini
✔
Alcedo leucogaster
✔
✔
Ispidina lecontei
✔
✔
Halcyon badia
✔
✔
Merops gularis
✔
✔
✔
✔
Eurystomus gularis
✔
✔
✔
✔
Phoeniculus castaneiceps
✔
✔
✔
Bycanistes cylindricus
✔
✔
✔
✔
Bycanistes subcylindricus
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Bycanistes fistulator
✔
Ceratogymna atrata
✔
Tockus albocristatus
✔
Tockus fasciatus
✔
✔
Tockus hartlaubi
✔
Tockus camurus
✔

978

020
✔
✔
✔

021

✔
✔
✔

022
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

023
✔

028

029

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
12

15

✔
✔
✔
✔
14

010

012

013

019

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
14

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

030
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
7

4

✔
16

020

028

030

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Uganda. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A05 – Guinea–Congo Forests biome ... continued (144 species in Uganda; eight
IBA code:
004
005
006
Tricholaema hirsuta
✔
✔
✔
Buccanodon duchaillui
✔
✔
Pogoniulus scolopaceus
✔
✔
Pogoniulus subsulphureus
✔
✔
Pogoniulus atroflavus
Trachyphonus purpuratus
✔
✔
✔
Indicator maculatus
Indicator willcocksi
✔
✔
Melichneutes robustus
Prodotiscus insignis
✔
✔
Sasia africana
Campethera nivosa
✔
✔
Campethera caroli
✔
✔
Dendropicos xantholophus
✔
✔
Smithornis rufolateralis
Pitta reichenowi
✔
✔
Hirundo nigrita
Campephaga petiti
✔
✔
Andropadus gracilis
✔
✔
Andropadus curvirostris
✔
✔
Thescelocichla leucopleura
Chlorocichla simplex
Criniger chloronotus
Criniger calurus
✔
✔
Bleda notata
Bleda syndactyla
✔
✔
✔
Baeopogon indicator
✔
✔
✔
Ixonotus guttatus
Phyllastrephus scandens
Phyllastrephus hypochloris
✔
✔
Phyllastrephus lorenzi
Phyllastrephus icterinus
✔
Phyllastrephus xavieri
Phyllastrephus albigularis
✔
Nicator chloris
✔
✔
Nicator vireo
Prionops caniceps
✔
Dryoscopus senegalensis
Laniarius leucorhynchus
✔
✔
Telophorus bocagei
✔
✔
Malaconotus cruentus
Cercotrichas leucosticta
Alethe diademata
✔
✔
✔
Stiphrornis erythrothorax
✔
Cossypha cyanocampter
✔
✔
✔
Sheppardia cyornithopsis
✔
Neocossyphus poensis
✔
✔
Neocossyphus fraseri
✔
Zoothera princei
Zoothera oberlaenderi
✔
✔
Zoothera cameronensis
✔
✔
Illadopsis fulvescens
✔
✔
✔
Illadopsis albipectus
✔
✔
Phyllanthus atripennis
✔
Phylloscopus budongoensis
✔
Apalis binotata
✔
Apalis rufogularis
✔
✔
Camaroptera superciliaris
✔
Camaroptera chloronota
✔
✔
Eremomela badiceps
Eremomela turneri
✔
Sylvietta virens
✔
✔

sites meet the A3 criterion)
007
009
010
012
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

013
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

030

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

028

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

020

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

019
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Uganda. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A05 – Guinea–Congo Forests biome ... continued (144 species in Uganda; eight sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
004
005
006
007
009
010
012

Sylvietta denti
Macrosphenus flavicans
Macrosphenus concolor
Hylia prasina
Muscicapa fuliginosa
Muscicapa cassini
Muscicapa sethsmithi
Muscicapa comitata
Myioparus griseigularis
Fraseria ocreata
Bias flammulatus
Batis ituriensis
Platysteira jamesoni
Platysteira castanea
Erythrocercus mccallii
Trochocercus nigromitratus
Trochocercus nitens
Terpsiphone rufiventer
Parus funereus
Anthreptes rectirostris
Anthreptes fraseri
Nectarinia johannae
Nectarinia superba
Nectarinia minulla
Nectarinia seimundi
Nectarinia rubescens
Nectarinia cyanolaema
Ploceus nigerrimus
Ploceus aurantius
Ploceus tricolor
Ploceus albinucha
Malimbus erythrogaster
Malimbus rubricollis
Malimbus nitens
Malimbus malimbicus
Parmoptila woodhousei
Nigrita luteifrons
Nigrita bicolor
Nigrita fusconota
Spermophaga poliogenys
Poeoptera lugubris
Lamprotornis purpureiceps
Onychognathus fulgidus
Oriolus brachyrhynchus
Oriolus nigripennis
Number of species recorded:

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

019

✔

✔
✔

020

028

030

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

013

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

76

17

✔

82

✔

✔

✔

70

✔
130

✔

✔

16

✔

✔

✔

✔

74

50

93

✔
11

43

4

A06 – Lake Victoria Basin biome (12 species in Uganda; 16 sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
003 004 005 006 007 008 009 010 011 012 013 015 016 017 018 019 020 021 024 025 026 027 028 030

Francolinus streptophorus
Lybius rubrifacies
Laniarius mufumbiri
Turdoides sharpei
Bradypterus carpalis
Chloropeta gracilirostris
Cisticola carruthersi
Nectarinia erythrocerca
Ploceus spekeoides
Ploceus castanops
Nesocharis ansorgei
Serinus koliensis
Number of species recorded:

980

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

3

1

5

✔
9

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

6

4

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

7

7

8

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

6

8

7

✔

✔
9

✔

4

8

3

5

3

✔
1

7

4

5

3

1
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Uganda. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A07 – Afrotropical Highlands biome (88 species in Uganda; eight sites meet the
IBA code:
001
002
004
005
006
Buteo oreophilus
✔
✔
✔
✔
Francolinus nobilis
✔
✔
✔
✔
Francolinus psilolaemus
Streptopelia lugens
✔
✔
✔
✔
Tauraco hartlaubi
Musophaga johnstoni
✔
✔
✔
✔
Asio abyssinicus
✔
Caprimulgus poliocephalus
✔
✔
✔
Caprimulgus ruwenzorii
✔
Schoutedenapus myoptilus
✔
✔
✔
✔
Apus niansae
Apaloderma vittatum
✔
✔
Merops oreobates
✔
✔
✔
✔
Pogoniulus coryphaeus
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Pogoniulus leucomystax
Indicator pumilio
✔
Campethera tullbergi
✔
✔
Pseudocalyptomena graueri
✔
Coracina caesia
✔
✔
✔
Andropadus nigriceps
✔
✔
✔
✔
Andropadus masukuensis
✔
Chlorocichla laetissima
✔
✔
✔
Laniarius poensis
✔
✔
✔
✔
Malaconotus dohertyi
✔
✔
✔
Cercomela sordida
Monticola rufocinereus
Alethe poliophrys
✔
✔
Sheppardia aequatorialis
✔
✔
✔
✔
Cossypha archeri
✔
✔
✔
Cossypha roberti
✔
Pogonocichla stellata
✔
✔
✔
✔
Zoothera tanganjicae
✔
✔
✔
Zoothera piaggiae
✔
Illadopsis pyrrhoptera
✔
✔
✔
Pseudoalcippe abyssinica
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Kakamega poliothorax
✔
✔
Chloropeta similis
✔
✔
✔
✔
Cisticola chubbi
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Cisticola hunteri
Apalis porphyrolaema
✔
✔
✔
✔
Apalis pulchra
Apalis ruwenzorii
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Apalis personata
✔
✔
✔
Bradypterus cinnamomeus
✔
✔
✔
Bradypterus alfredi
✔
Bradypterus graueri
✔
✔
✔
Graueria vittata
✔
Sylvietta leucophrys
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Hemitesia neumanni
✔
Phylloscopus laetus
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Phylloscopus umbrovirens
✔
✔
✔
Sylvia lugens
Melaenornis ardesiacus
✔
✔
✔
Melaenornis fischeri
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Muscicapa lendu
✔
Batis diops
✔
✔
✔
Trochocercus albiventris
✔
✔
✔
Trochocercus albonotatus
✔
✔
✔
Parus fasciiventer
✔
✔
✔
✔
Nectarinia alinae
✔
✔
✔
✔
Nectarinia stuhlmanni
✔
Nectarinia preussi
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

A3 criterion)
007
009

011

012

019

020

✔

028
✔

029
✔

030
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Uganda. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A07 – Afrotropical Highlands biome ... continued (88 species in Uganda; eight sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
001
002
004
005
006
007
009
011
012
Nectarinia regia
✔
✔
✔
✔
Nectarinia tacazze
Nectarinia purpureiventris
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Nectarinia kilimensis
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Nectarinia reichenowi
✔
Nectarinia johnstoni
✔
✔
Nectarinia graueri
✔
Serinus burtoni
✔
✔
✔
✔
Serinus striolatus
✔
✔
✔
✔
Serinus frontalis
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Linurgus olivaceus
✔
✔
Ploceus baglafecht
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Ploceus melanogaster
✔
✔
✔
✔
Ploceus alienus
✔
✔
✔
✔
Ploceus insignis
✔
✔
✔
✔
Crytospiza reichenovii
✔
✔
✔
Crytospiza salvadorii
✔
✔
Crytospiza jacksoni
✔
✔
✔
✔
Crytospiza shelleyi
✔
✔
✔
Euschistospiza cinereovinacea
✔
✔
Poeoptera stuhlmanni
✔
✔
✔
Onychognathus tenuirostris
✔
✔
✔
Onychognathus walleri
✔
✔
✔
✔
Cinnyricinclus sharpii
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Oriolus percivali
✔
✔
✔
Estrilda melanotos
✔
✔
✔
✔
Number of species recorded:
39
44
68
59
31
7
6
1
4
A08 – Somali–Masai biome (32 species in Uganda; two sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
Melierax poliopterus
Francolinus leucoscepus
Eupodotis gindiana
Corythaixoides leucogaster
Rhinopomastus minor
Tockus flavirostris
Tockus hemprichii
Tockus jacksoni
Trachyphonus darnaudii
Trachyphonus erythrocephalus
Mirafra hypermetra
Mirafra poecilosterna
Tmetothylacus tenellus
Tchagra jamesi
Lanius dorsalis
Turdoides rubiginosus
Calamonastes simplex
Apalis karamojae
Eremomela flavicrissalis
Bradornis microrhynchus
Parus thruppi
Anthoscopus musculus
Anthreptes orientalis
Nectarinia hunteri
Emberiza poliopleura
Serinus dorsostriatus
Dinemellia dinemelli
Uraeginthus ianthinogaster
Vidua fischeri
Vidua hypocherina
Onychognathus salvadorii
Speculipastor bicolor
Number of species recorded:

982

019

020

✔

✔

029

030

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
7

028

6
007

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
56

✔

020
✔

✔
16

✔
21

029
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

030
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

1

✔

✔
3

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
27

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
23
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economic growth will be reconciled to ensure sustainable
development.
The protection of the environment falls under the jurisdiction
of two main ministries: Water, Lands and Environment and
Tourism, Trade and Industry. Several other ministries have
responsibility for some sectors of the environment. There are,
however, three main statutes that govern wildlife and environment
protection in Uganda, all of which emphasize conservation and
sustainable utilization of natural resources. These are the Forests
Act (1964), National Environment Statute (1995) and the Uganda
Wildlife Statute (1996), respectively executed through the Forest
Department (FD), National Environment Management Authority
(NEMA) in the Ministry of Water, Lands and Environment, and
the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) in the Ministry of Tourism,
Trade and Industry.
The Forests Act (1964) has the weakness of most of the early
Ugandan legislation in being too narrow in scope and content to
address issues of biodiversity conservation adequately. Fortunately,
there are plans to enact a new law following the adoption of a new
policy. This will form the basis of a new institution, the Forest
Authority, which will have jurisdiction over all forests in Uganda,
except forested National Parks. The National Environment
Statute (1995) provides for sustainable management of the
environment. The underlying principle is to use and conserve the
environment and natural resources for both present and future
generations.
Uganda’s original National Parks Act was passed through the
Legislative Council, the pre-independence parliament of Uganda,
in March 1952. The origins of National Parks in Uganda, as in
many African countries, were the result of the actions of the colonial
governments. Other protected-area categories included Game
Reserves, Sanctuaries, Forest Reserves and Controlled Hunting
Areas. Altogether 32,440 km² of Uganda are designated as National
Parks, Wildlife and Forest Reserves, equivalent to approximately
16.7% of its land area.
The Uganda Wildlife Statute (1996) provides for sustainable
management of wildlife: consolidation of the law relating to wildlife
management and establishment of a coordinating, monitoring and
supervisory body for managing wildlife in the country. This law
provides for the establishment of Wildlife Conservation Areas,
which fall under two categories: Wildlife Protected Areas (National
Parks or Wildlife Reserves) and Wildlife Management Areas
(Wildlife Sanctuaries and Community Wildlife Areas). The purpose
of a Wildlife Protected Area is to protect and preserve selected
examples of biotic communities and their physical environments,
areas of aesthetic beauty and populations of rare, endemic and
endangered species; and to assist in water-catchment conservation
and generate economic and other benefits from wildlife
conservation, research and recreation.
National Parks—These were established primarily to protect
important natural areas with significant recreation and tourism
interest or potential. For a long time Uganda had only three
National Parks: Murchison Falls, Queen Elizabeth and Kidepo
Valley. Since the early 1980s new ones have been created through
changing the legal status of existing Game or Forest Reserves.
The two largest and oldest parks (Murchison Falls National
Park, 3,860 km² and Queen Elizabeth National Park, 1,978 km²)
were gazetted in the early 1950s to protect large areas of savanna
vegetation with their associated communities of charismatic
mega-herbivores: elephant Loxodonta africana, buffalo Syncerus
caffer, black rhino Diceros bicornis, white rhino Ceratotherium
simum, giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis, a wide range of antelopes,
and so on. Currently, there are 10 National Parks, covering
11,023 km², out of which six have been gazetted since 1989 to
protect their characteristic biodiversity and not necessarily big
game. National Parks are areas of international and national
importance because of their biological diversity and scenic
beauty. Their major function is biodiversity conservation, but
activities such as scientific research and tourism are permitted.
Wildlife Reserves—These (formerly Game Reserves under the
Game Department) were originally established to protect
populations of large mammals in savanna areas of the country,
primarily for hunting and cropping. In most cases, their creation
was due to the presence of tsetse flies Glossina and associated
epidemics of sleeping sickness which led to the evacuation of

•

•

•

•

people from large areas of the country. Early this century, many
areas that had been cleared of people were subsequently gazetted
as Game Reserves in the period 1910–1930. A second phase of
Game Reserve creation took place shortly after independence,
when uninhabited areas adjacent to National Parks were gazetted
as buffer zones, where animals dispersing from parks could be
hunted. Hunting and game cropping were important economic
activities during the 1960s and 1970s, but resulted in overexploitation, and led to the imposition of a total ban on hunting
in 1978. The political instability of the 1970s and early 1980s
created ideal conditions for poaching, to the extent that most
Wildlife Reserves were depleted of their stocks of large mammals.
Wildlife Reserves are now under the management of the Uganda
Wildlife Authority and their status is currently under review.
Forest Reserves—A forestry policy, which placed emphasis on
the role of forestry in protection of the environment, was first
adopted in 1929. Forest Reserves were then established to protect
environmentally sensitive mountain-catchment areas and
reserves of timber and other forest products for sustained
utilization. Reservation began in 1900, but the majority of the
reserves were designated in 1932. After independence, there were
several revisions of the original policy, which emphasized
realization of short-term economic benefits from timber
extraction activities until 1988, when the government revised
the policy to re-emphasize the importance of protective forestry.
As with Game Reserves, many areas had been occupied at the
turn of the century, and people moved out as a result of sleeping
sickness. Forest Reserves tend to be smaller and more widely
scattered than other categories of protected areas. There are over
700 Forest Reserves, of which 555 are smaller than 10 km².
Some, however, are quite large, and they include almost all
vegetation-types in Uganda, not just forests.
Other categories—Wildlife Sanctuaries are areas identified as
being essential for the protection of species of wild animals or
plants in which human activities that are not destructive to the
protected species or the habitat may be permitted. In practice,
however, their conservation value is slight. Community Wildlife
Areas are areas in which individuals who have property rights
in the land may carry out activities for the sustainable
management and utilization of wildlife, if the activities do not
adversely affect wildlife and in which area the State may prescribe
land-use measures.

INTERNATIONAL MEASURES RELEVANT TO THE
CONSERVATION OF SITES
Uganda is a Contracting Party to the Ramsar Convention, as of
1988, and has designated one Ramsar Site (north of Lake George),
covering c.15,000 ha. This site is important for its rare and
endangered species and varied habitats for waterbirds (see
IBA UG007 for more information). There are many wetlands in
Uganda and several of these would qualify as Ramsar Sites. These
include IBAs such as Lutembe Bay (UG018) and Nabugabo
wetlands (UG016). The Ramsar Convention obliges Contracting
Parties such as Uganda to formulate and implement their national
planning so as to promote the wise use of their wetlands. This is
one area in which the country has been particularly active.
Uganda has signed and ratified the Bonn Convention on
Migratory Species. The African Eurasian Waterbird Agreement,
under the Bonn Convention, has also been ratified and became
operational at the beginning of December 2000. Although Uganda
falls within the Agreement Area, it has not designated sites to protect
migratory species except those that already fall within the existing
protected-area network.
Uganda has been a party to the World Heritage Convention
since 1988 and, so far, two World Heritage Sites have been inscribed:
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park and Rwenzori Mountains
National Park.
Uganda is also a party to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD), and has gone a long way in addressing the requirements of
its various Articles, including in situ conservation. The Important
Bird Area programme will contribute towards this effort, for
example by provision of information for the development and
implementation of the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action
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Plan. Uganda has also ratified CITES, the Convention to Combat
Desertification and the Convention on Climate Change.
Uganda has, so far, designated one site (Queen Elizabeth
National Park) as a Biosphere Reserve under UNESCO’s Man and
Biosphere (MAB) programme.
Accession to the African Convention on the Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources by Uganda was in December 1977,
but due to lack of finance many African States, including Uganda,
have not been able to implement it and the Convention is currently
inactive.

OVERVIEW OF THE INVENTORY
This inventory identifies 30 Important Bird Areas (IBAs), covering
a total area of c.13,598 km², equivalent to c.7% of the area of the
country (Table 1, Map 1). A total of 25 sites hold significant
numbers of at least one species of global conservation concern,
meeting the A1 criterion. Only 12 sites meet the A2 criterion,
holding a significant suite of restricted-range species (Table 2). Most
sites (27 in total) meet the A3 criterion, holding a reasonable number
of biome-restricted species (usually about five or more) and/or
including at least some such species which are found only in a few
other Ugandan IBAs. At least two sites meet the A3 criterion in
each of the five biomes (Table 3). Although the potential of Lake
Victoria as a habitat for congregatory waterbirds is not yet
adequately known, eight Ugandan sites hold significant
congregations of one or more waterbird species, meeting the
A4i criterion, and four of these sites also meet the A4iii criterion,
regularly holding at least 20,000 waterbirds.
A relatively high proportion of the sites receive some form of
legal protection for nature conservation. Ten are National Parks,
seven are Forest Reserves and three are Wildlife Reserves. All of
the unprotected sites are wetland areas.
Coverage of all the major habitat-types which are important
for birds is desirable, but requires more research to get a better
picture of the ornithology of the country. The more extensive
habitats, such as savanna grasslands, are represented by a number
of sites, especially in National Parks. The more fragmented habitats,
like forests, have also been relatively well represented, although
several forests remain poorly known. However, since many bird
species have scattered distributions, it is difficult to estimate their
total populations in the various IBAs. The conservation of these
species may, therefore, require an integrated approach that involves
different measures, including environmentally-friendly agricultural
land-use practices.
The delimitation of several sites, especially wetlands, has proved
difficult, due to their diffuse nature and a lack of basic information.
These areas, however, are of such great potential for bird
conservation that attention has to be drawn to them, through the
designation of representative sites, to emphasize the need to identify
and protect more precise areas of intact habitat within them. The
Lake Kyoga Basin complex and its flood-plain have hardly been
investigated. The Lake Victoria Basin contains several sites on the
lake shoreline or the fringing wetlands. Although the sites selected
are not totally satisfactory for this vast area, they are representative
of the most important sites for birds, for breeding, feeding and
roosting.
More than half of the identified sites are situated in the western
part of the country, which lies within one of the world’s Endemic
Bird Areas (EBAs) and also contains some spectacular mountain
scenery. A wide range of sites was selected, from savanna grasslands
and the saline crater-lakes in the Rift Valley, to a variety of
Afromontane habitats, ranging from medium-altitude forest in
Bwindi to the high-altitude vegetation in the Rwenzori mountains.
The high-mountain zones are limited in extent, and the Rwenzori
and Elgon sites covering these habitats encompass them all.
Few sites have been included from the northern and northeastern parts of the country due to a lack of satisfactory
information. These areas have been affected by political instability
and hence have not been surveyed recently. It is hoped that, when
the situation normalizes, surveys will be conducted in these parts
to determine their ornithological importance.
The IBA programme has identified sites of international
conservation importance and highlighted those that require
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immediate attention including site-specific conservation action,
advocacy and monitoring. Effective advocacy requires a team that
can coordinate conservation campaigns effectively. Furthermore,
good information is required for such advocacy. NatureUganda
has, therefore, provided a tool that can be used by civil society to
ensure that the provisions of our environment statute and
Constitution are observed.
Government involvement in the IBA implementation process is
crucial because, without it, a great deal of hard work would have
been wasted. This inventory is therefore expected to be used as a
tool that will assist the government (local and national) in setting
conservation priorities, policy-making and planning. It is hoped
that government will be persuaded to incorporate the IBAs into
the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan. This is why
NatureUganda set up the National Liaison Committee, comprising
representatives from government’s line ministries and departments,
NGOs, the press, research institutions and the private sector. This
is an attempt to involve as many stakeholders in biodiversity as
possible in the IBA conservation programme.
There are 30 IBAs in Uganda and all need attention of various
degrees: protection, research, advocacy, legal recognition or public
awareness. However, not all of them will receive immediate
conservation attention. Some additional prioritization will be
necessary. Priorities will include those sites that are seriously and
immediately threatened and those that hold particularly significant
populations (breeding, migratory congregations, etc.) that are over
and above the minimum requirements of IBA designation.
Having identified the 30 IBAs, the stage is set for some action
to be taken at these sites. NatureUganda does not have the resources
to carry out conservation action at all these sites. This is why the
IBA directory should be used by all organizations, governmental
and non-governmental, to take appropriate action at the various
sites. NatureUganda has, through its conservation programme,
embarked on conservation action at a few selected sites. This
programme has been significantly strengthened through the GEF/
UNDP-funded project ‘African NGO–Government Partnerships
for Sustainable Biodiversity Conservation’ whose present phase
runs until December 2002. Effective participation by local
community-based Site Support Groups is expected to be a key
feature of this conservation action.
Many of the IBAs are, or are likely to be, important for
biodiversity in general. Research being undertaken by the Makerere
University Institute of Environment and Natural Resources, with
support from Denmark and the Royal Society for the Protection
of Birds (the BirdLife Partner in the UK), will establish the extent
to which this is true for plants, butterflies, dragonflies and
amphibians, as well as birds.
Apart from the need to protect birds for the sake of biodiversity,
there is a growing tourism industry in the country. In 1996,
Uganda’s annual tourism growth was rated at about 13%, well
ahead of other countries in the region. Revenue from tourism has
been increasing in recent years and government policy is shifting
towards ecotourism rather than mass tourism. Ecotourism could
be a means of generating much needed income for the country.
The IBA directory could, therefore, be used to identify areas suitable
for ecotourism based on birds. This opportunity could be exploited
or utilized by local communities to alleviate poverty. This would
be an indirect support to local community initiatives in the
conservation of sites.
Undoubtedly, there are important sites which are missing from
this directory. A vast part of the central Ugandan wetlands (the
Kyoga basin), a large part of northern Uganda and some parts of
Lake Victoria and associated islands lack information. An effort
will be made by NatureUganda to obtain information from these
areas, as well as information from the already listed sites, for a future
update of this inventory. Furthermore, a bird atlas for Uganda, which
maps and discusses distributions and status of over 1,000 species for
Uganda (Carswell et al. in press), is about to be published. It will
form a useful resource for a future revision of the IBA inventory.

COMMENTS ON THE INVENTORY

•

Site names and their spellings follow the traditional names of
the places for easy location. These names can also be found on
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•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

the 1:50,000 maps series of Uganda published by the Lands and
Surveys Department in Entebbe (1964). However, some site
names can be found on most large-scale maps of Uganda.
The administrative regions quoted are Districts.
In all cases, coordinates are given to a point approximated to
be central to a site. These points do not in any way reflect the
site boundaries since even some official protected areas do not
have well-defined boundaries. Coordinates for wetland sites are
generally close to the areas where the species that qualify the
sites are regularly recorded, due to the difficulty in defining
boundaries.
Areas of the sites in hectares are given where the figures for the
sites are already published. This applies mainly to gazetted sites.
Areas of Forest Reserves have been taken from Uganda Forest
Department biodiversity reports. However, estimates derived
from maps have been given for most other sites.
An approximate area is given for a number of unprotected sites
because their boundaries have not yet been determined (further
fieldwork is required). Precise areas are given only for protected
areas, which have been well documented. Boundaries have not
been defined for the unprotected sites, and any areas given in
these cases are only crude estimates.
The preliminary Regional Red Data list (Bennun and Njoroge
1996) has not been used to select sites, although it is mentioned
in some accounts to show the importance of the site in a regional
context.
The listing of waterbird counts for the application of the 1% of
population size (A4i) criterion is restricted to maximum counts
on a single day.
Figures shown after bird species’ names, sometimes in brackets,
are the maximum counts of the individuals recorded (not pairs),
unless otherwise stated. All counts for Palearctic migrants
(wintering birds) are for the month of January.
Sources of information: bird data were gathered from both
published works and unpublished sources. Some wetland data
were provided by the Biodiversity Inventory Team of the
National Wetlands Programme and some data from Forest
Reserves were kindly provided by the Biodiversity Team in the
Forest Department. Waterfowl census data have been used for
those sites where waterfowl counts are conducted. All these
sources were supplemented by fieldwork to collect or confirm
data by the IBA Field Survey Team and other volunteers,
especially at the unprotected and lesser-known sites.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
This chapter is an abridged version of the national IBA book (Byaruhanga et
al. in press), which is the outcome of international and national cooperation.

We are grateful to BirdLife International for having developed the IBA concept
as a new and innovative approach to conservation. The Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB, BirdLife in the UK) provided the much needed
financial and management support to NatureUganda that enabled the collection
and collation of data for the book. This was mainly through Neil Burgess, Jim
Stevenson and Paul Buckley at different stages of the IBA programme. The
Global Environmental Facility (GEF), through UNOPS and UNDP, provided
further financial support. Lincoln Fishpool and Hazell Thompson at BirdLife
International provided technical ‘back-stopping’ and other support to the IBA
programme in Uganda.
Information for site accounts was gathered from government and nongovernmental organizations, institutions, researchers and field surveys.
Organizations and projects in Uganda which were key in providing data for
this directory include the National Wetlands Conservation and Management
Programme, the Forest Department, Makerere University Institute of
Environment and Natural Resources (MUIENR), Uganda Wildlife Authority,
Wetlands Working Group and Frontier Uganda. Participants in the surveys
included Julius Arinaitwe, Isaiah Owiunji, Polycarp Mwima, Thomas Otim
and Eric Sande. The first draft site accounts for some IBAs were done by them.
The work was coordinated by Achilles Byaruhanga under the guidance of the
BirdLife Uganda working group Convener Paul Mafabi and later Alex
Muhweezi. A Technical Committee comprised of Derek Pomeroy, Paul Mafabi
and Panta Kasoma provided overall guidance to the whole exercise of IBA
identification. Julius Arinaitwe provided very useful support during the final
editing of this book.
Staff of the National Biodiversity Databank at MUIENR were very helpful
in providing information in the form of literature and distribution records.
The National Liaison Committee, consisting of the following persons, was
instrumental in advising NatureUganda and the authors during the preparation
of the inventory: Drs Boniface Makanga, Charles Mugoya, Remegius BukenyaZiraba, Yakobo Moyini, Z. M. Nyiira, Robbie Robinson and Violet KajubiriFroelich, Professors Mary Okwakol and John Okedi, Messrs. Wilhem Möller,
E. Tusingwire, Alex Muhweezi, Cornelius Kazoora, Fred Kigenyi, Justus
Tindigarukayo-Kashagire, Jacob Anyari, Paul Mafabi, Richard Okodei,
Robert Nabanyumya, Samson Werikhe, Joseph Mulindwa and Ndyakira
Amooti (RIP), Mmes. Lucy Muwuluke, Florence Luziraa, Sarah Kiyingi,
Restituta Bogere and Alexandra Karekaho.
Numerous other people contributed to the IBA project in one way or the
other. These include Charles Kahindo, John O’Sullivan, Christie Allan,
Dr Henry Aryamanya-Mugisha, Hilary Bakamwesiga, Dr Leon Bennun,
Henry Busulwa, Dr Christine Dranzoa, Prof. Eric Edroma, Edna Epelu,
Dr Eseza Kakudidi, Anthony Katende, Robert Kityo, Jeremy Lindsell, Betty
Lutaaya, Deborah Mpiima Kisolo, Malcolm Wilson, Moses Mapesa,
Dr Patrick Mucunguzi, Arthur Mugisha, David Mutekanga, Norah
Mutekanga, Marjorie Nakibuka, Joseph Obua, James Omoding (RIP),
Dr Eldad Tukahirwa, Happy James Tumwebaze and Dr Paolo Viskanic.
There are many others whom we have not listed, but who also gave useful
help or advice during the IBA identification process. To these and all the other
individuals and institutions mentioned we are highly indebted.

■ SITE ACCOUNTS
Mgahinga Gorilla National Park
Admin region Kisoro
Coordinates 01°22’S 29°40’E
Area 4,750 ha Altitude 2,280–4,127 m

UG001
A1, A2 (106), A3 (A07)
National Park

■ Site description
Mgahinga Gorilla National Park (MGNP) is Uganda’s smallest but
probably most scenic National Park, situated at the extreme southwestern corner of the country. It encompasses the Ugandan side of
the three Bufumbira volcanic mountains of Mgahinga (3,400 m),
Muhavura (4,127 m), and Sabinyo (3,645 m) on the boundary with
Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The three
mountains are part of the six extinct and two active volcanoes of the
Virunga range, which extends into Rwanda and DRC. The park forms
part of the large transboundary conservation area that straddles the
political boundaries to include Volcans National Park in Rwanda and
Virungas National Park in the DRC (IBAs RW002 and CD010
respectively).
The vegetation of the park consists of: a bamboo Arundinaria-forest
zone at 2,800–3,100 m; a misty Hypericum-woodland zone at 3,100–

3,700 m; a tree-heather zone; a subalpine ericaceous belt; and the
topmost alpine moorland vegetation (alpine zone). There are numerous
north-flowing streams, two crater-lakes on Mount Mgahinga and
Mount Muhavura, and high-altitude swamps and marshes. Forest
covers a total of c.3,000 ha within the park.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The park is relatively remote
and has received little attention from ornithologists. The most recent
checklist lists 115 species. Three of the globally threatened species, and
others such as Nectarinia johnstoni, can be viewed in the open heath
between the bamboo zone and the edges of the forest. Other scarce
highland species include Musophaga johnstoni, Phylloscopus laetus,
Chloropeta similis, Apalis personata, Nectarinia preussi and Cercomela
sordida (known only from old records). Other notable species, such as
Francolinus nobilis, Cossypha archeri, Batis diops and Parus fasciiventer,
are found in only a few other places in Uganda.
Key species
A1
Zoothera tanganjicae
Bradypterus graueri

Malaconotus lagdeni
Cryptospiza shelleyi
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Key species (continued)
A2 (106) Albertine Rift mountains EBA: 14 of the 24 species of this EBA that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 39 of the 88 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Threatened mammals include Gorilla gorilla beringei (CR),
Cercopithecus mitis kandti (EN) and Loxodonta africana (EN).
■ Conservation issues
The National Park was gazetted as a Gorilla Sanctuary in 1930, the
boundary of which followed approximately the 2,450 m contour and
the Rwanda and DRC borders. In 1964, the northern boundary was
changed to a lower altitude (2,280 m), extending into heavily
encroached zones, and gazetted as a Game Reserve, which made its
present area of c.47.5 km². The Game Reserve was gazetted to its
present status of a National Park in 1992.
The major problem facing the conservation of the park has been
habitat loss or modification due to human population growth. The
open woodland, which was once a favoured gorilla habitat, was
completely settled and cultivated prior to gazettement, although it is
now regenerating. The population of Kisoro district is experiencing
deteriorating environmental conditions and some local residents are
campaigning against this area. Ironically, the park is the major source
of water to the region, which is already a problem due to large-scale
destruction of forests. During the dry season, the only water-points
for the surrounding communities are within the park, but arrangements
have been made to pipe water to areas outside.
The reserve was heavily encroached, but the situation was improved
when the reserve was gazetted as a National Park. However, some
illegal activities continue. These include poaching (especially with wire
snares by communities around the park), bamboo-collection
(especially young shoots for making baskets), cutting of bamboo poles
for building, bee-keeping and honey hunting, livestock-grazing (cattle,
goats and sheep), firewood- and water-collection, and agricultural
encroachment.

recorded. Of these, a high proportion are dependent on highland forest.
In view of its size, the swamp is likely to support a larger population
of Bradypterus graueri than the nearby Mubwindi swamp (in
IBA UG004), one of only a few known localities for this species in
Uganda. Birds in the reserve that are restricted to the Afrotropical
Highlands biome include such rare species as Francolinus nobilis, Batis
diops, Ploceus alienus and Cryptospiza jacksoni.
Key species
A1
Zoothera tanganjicae
Bradypterus graueri
A2 (106) Albertine Rift mountains EBA: 12 of the 24 species of this EBA that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 44 of the 88 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
There are four Albertine-endemic small mammals, namely Lophuromys
woosnami, Dasymys montanus (VU), Myosorex blarina (VU) and
Sylvisorex lunaris. The rare Delanymys brooksi (restricted to montane
swamps) also occurs.
■ Conservation issues
Currently, there are no specific conservation measures for Muchuya
swamp; along with the surrounding forests it is protected within
Echuya Forest Reserve, but it has not always been given priority in
protective action. A concession was given to a private developer for a
dairy farm on the edges of the swamp in the reserve. A drainage system
was created right along the valley and the swamp could have been
completely drained to create more space for cattle-farming. This would
have endangered Bradypterus graueri and other restricted-range species
in the swamp. However, the Forest Department cancelled the
concession and the cattle have been moved out of the reserve.
It is recommended that Muchuya swamp be given a strong
protection status because of its important and rare habitats that
support internationally important species. Urgent action is needed to
enhance the livelihoods of both the Batwa and the rest of the rural
poor, while also securing alternatives to the resources currently gained
from the forest.

■ Further reading

■ Further reading

Harcourt et al. (1983), Hedberg (1951), Kalina (1991), Kingdon (1967),
Reynolds and Pomeroy (1993), Rossouw and Sacchi (1998), Schaller and Emlen
(1963), UNEP (1988a), Werikhe (1991).

Davenport et al. (1996b), Kingdon (1971–1974), Marks and Gnoske (1997),
Rossouw and Sacchi (1998), Scott et al. (1994).

Echuya Forest Reserve
Admin region Kabale, Kisoro
Coordinates 01°17’S 29°49’E
Area c.4,000 ha
Altitude 2,270–2,570 m

UG002
A1, A2 (106), A3 (A07)
Forest Reserve,
Unprotected

Nyamuriro swamp
Admin region Kabale
Coordinates 01°12’S 29°43’E
Area c.5,100 ha Altitude 1,820 m

UG003
A1, A3 (A06)
Unprotected

■ Site description
This site is mostly forest (the 3,400 ha Echuya Forest Reserve) , but
includes a permanent high-altitude swamp (Muchuya) at 2,300 m,
about 7 km long by up to 750 m wide, in a narrow valley surrounded
by steep forested hillsides. The swamp vegetation is dominated by
sedges Carex and includes tussock vegetation and giant lobelias. The
swamp drains north-west into the Murindi river. The reserve is
dominated by Hagenia-Rapanea moist montane forest and montane
bamboo Arundinaria. Echuya may not be as diverse overall as other
Ugandan forests, but in terms of the conservation value of the species
represented (based on their worldwide distributions and occurrence
in Ugandan forests), Echuya is ranked among the top 10% of the
65 sites visited by the Forest Biodiversity Inventory Team.
Densely populated agricultural land surrounds the Forest Reserve,
although agricultural encroachment appears not to be significant.
However, the reserve is used as the main source of bamboo for building
and crafts by the local communities. Batwa have traditionally lived in
the forest and continue to earn their living from various forms of
resource extraction.

■ Site description
This IBA lies within the Ruhuhuma swamp in Kageyo valley, in which
a river from Lake Bunyonyi flows. It is an extensive natural swamp
dominated by papyrus Cyperus papyrus and, in parts, herbaceous
plants. The drainage from this swamp connects to Lakes Mutanda
and Murehe in Kisoro District. The swamp is a remnant of the
extensive papyrus swamp system that once covered the whole of the
Ruhuhuma valley, but which was extensively drained in the 1970s for
vegetable growing and dairy farming. The local Kagunga Cooperative
Society has been growing crops in this swamp for over 40 years. This
society had tried draining the whole swamp, but failed in some places
because of deep flooding during the rainy seasons. The people who
belong to this society still attempt to drain the swamp, as seen from
the channels.
The hill to the south of the swamp belongs to a mining company,
Boodle Mining Co. Ltd., that practised open-cast mining of wolfram
until the late 1970s when large-scale mining was halted. Small-scale
and localized mining continues by a few members of the local
community. The mining company constructed a road across the
swamp, but it was swept away by heavy rains and now people cross
the swamp with small canoes.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Echuya Forest Reserve
IBA, including the Muchuya swamp, has a total of 100 species

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. This swamp is probably the best
site in Uganda for a number of papyrus specialists, and may be one of
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the best in Africa for the conservation of Chloropeta gracilirostris
(which is found only in undisturbed papyrus swamps). Other papyrusdwellers include Acrocephalus rufescens, Cisticola carruthersi,
Bradypterus carpalis and Serinus koliensis.
Key species
A1
Laniarius mufumbiri
Chloropeta gracilirostris
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Nine of the 12 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Mammals of global conservation concern include Tragelaphus spekii
(LR/nt) and Aonyx congica (DD).
■ Conservation issues
Drainage at both ends of the swamp is seriously threatening the
habitat. There are no measures in place or planned to protect the
swamp except by-laws through the local communities. Because of
the terrain, steep-sided hills and V-shaped valleys, the swamps are
the only place local people can harvest materials for building and
benefit from water-supply for domestic use and animals. Without
protection, the swamp could be completely destroyed since it is located
in a densely populated area. The lack of awareness of wetland
legislation among the people, whether deliberate or otherwise, is a
significant issue.
■ Further reading
Collar and Stuart (1985), Omoding et al. (1996), Rossouw and Sacchi
(1998).

Bwindi Impenetrable National Park
Admin region Kisoro, Kabale, Rukungiri
Coordinates 01°03’S 29°40’E
Area 33,100 ha
Altitude 1,190–2,607 m

UG004

A1, A2 (106, 107),
A3 (A05, A06, A07)
National Park

■ Site description
The park lies on the edge of the Albertine (or Western) Rift Valley
and occupies the highest block of the Kigezi highlands, also known as
the Rukiga highlands. It is located on Uganda’s border with the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The topography of the park
is extremely rugged and much dissected, especially in the higher
southern sector. The only flat area of any size is Mubwindi swamp
(c.80 ha). The remainder (almost all forested) consists of narrow, very
steep-sided valleys bounded by hill crests, spanning altitudes between
1,400 m in the northern sector and 2,600 m in the south.
The forest is one of the largest in East Africa that contains both
medium-altitude and montane forest in a continuum. As a result of
its wide altitudinal range and relatively large size, and its probable
role as a Pleistocene refugium, the species-richness of the forest is
extremely high, for both flora and fauna. This forest is believed to be
a mere remnant of a very large forest which once covered much of
western Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and eastern DRC. Today, Bwindi
is an ecological island surrounded by one of the highest human
population densities in Africa (100–450 individuals/km²). Immediately
beyond its borders, there is virtually no natural forest remaining and
much of the land is intensively cultivated.
The Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation, which belongs to
Mbarara University of Science and Technology, is based at Ruhija.
The park is host to considerable ecotourist activities, particularly
gorilla-tracking and birdwatching.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The National Park has
been extensively surveyed for birds. Its checklist currently totals
347 species. Mubwindi swamp is home to Bradypterus graueri.
Indicator pumilio is only known in Uganda, with certainty, from this
locality. Some of the species endemic to the Albertine Rift, such as
Pseudocalyptomena graueri, Muscicapa lendu and Cryptospiza shelleyi,
have limited distributions elsewhere in their range. The park also holds
Zoothera oberlaenderi, one of the six species of the Eastern DR Congo
lowlands Endemic Bird Area (EBA 107). The northern sector is
especially rich in species of the Guinea–Congo Forests biome.

Key species
A1
Indicator pumilio
Zoothera oberlaenderi
Pseudocalyptomena graueri
Bradypterus graueri
Malaconotus lagdeni
Muscicapa lendu
Zoothera tanganjicae
Cryptospiza shelleyi
A2 (106) Albertine Rift mountains EBA: All 24 species of this EBA that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A2 (107) Eastern DR Congo lowlands EBA: One of the two species of this EBA that
occur in Uganda has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 76 of the 144 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Three of the 12 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 68 of the 88 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Eight species of tree are known only from this forest in Uganda.
Among threatened mammals, the forest contains about 300 individuals
of Gorilla gorilla beringei (CR), roughly half of the world population
of this subspecies, as well as Loxodonta africana (EN), Pan troglodytes
(EN) and Cercopithecus l’hoesti (LR/nt).
■ Conservation issues
This forest was originally gazetted in 1932 as Kasatoro Crown Forest
(south sector, 181 km²) and Kayonza Crown Forest (north sector,
26 km²). In 1942, the two forests were combined and additional forest
was added to establish the Impenetrable Crown Forest (324 km²).
About 26 km² were excised from the reserve in 1948, and it was regazetted the Impenetrable Central Forest Reserve (298 km²). These
gazettements were consolidated in the Laws of Uganda in 1951.
Additional small excisions were made in 1958 in order to shorten the
boundaries and make them easier to maintain and patrol. In 1961,
two local Forest Reserves bordered the Impenetrable; the Bikingi Local
Forest Reserve (7.6 km²) in the south sector and the Ishasha Local
Forest Reserve (13.8 km²) in the north sector. In 1966, these were
incorporated into the Impenetrable Central Forest Reserve
(320.8 km²). The Impenetrable was gazetted as an Animal Sanctuary
in 1961 with boundaries the same as those of the Impenetrable Central
Forest Reserve, which was then gazetted as a National Park in 1991.
This change in national status reflects the growing recognition of
Bwindi Impenetrable Forest as a vital refuge for some of Uganda’s
rarest and most unique flora and fauna.
Bwindi Impenetrable Forest is the largest remaining fragment of
natural forest in south-western Uganda, with exceptional speciesrichness. It is an important water catchment, being the source of rivers
flowing to Lakes Edward, Mutanda and Bunyonyi, and to the drier
agricultural land to the north and west. For these reasons, the Bwindi
Impenetrable Forest has been declared a World Heritage Site, together
with Rwenzori Mountains National Park. Owing to the size of the
forest, it may have an important stabilizing effect on the microclimate
of the area.
Conservation efforts in Bwindi have historically faced a variety of
obstacles, mainly derived from the conflicts of interest over land usage,
specifically the desire, on the part of the community members, to utilize
park resources as they had done traditionally. Rapid population
growth and high population densities in the region, combined with
poor agricultural practices, poorly developed local and national
transport systems and/or techniques for natural-resource conservation,
perpetuate local community dependence upon forest resources,
although this is changing. Policies and practices of the National Park
also fostered conservation conflicts. Local communities were
historically excluded from the decision-making, planning and
management of the forest, which contributed to resentment and
hostility by local people towards park authorities. All this culminated
in illegal activities and disinterest by local communities in the park.
In addition, local people incur high costs in the form of loss of access
to resources and crop depredation by wildlife but, in the past, received
little tangible benefit from the park establishment. However, the
majority of illegal activities have been brought under control and
considerable efforts are being made by organizations such as CARE
(Uganda) and the Mgahinga and Bwindi Impenetrable Forest
Conservation Trust to assist local communities to adopt sustainable
resource-use practices. By 2000, these measures were beginning to have
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a significant effect. Gorilla-based tourism is most lucrative for the
Uganda Wildlife Authority, and part of the proceeds are now ploughed
back into surrounding communities.

■ Further reading
Butynski (1984), Gubelman, (1995), Harcourt et al. (1983), Howard (1991),
Kalina and Butynski (1996), Keith et al. (1969), Langdale-Brown et al. (1964),
Leggat and Osmaston (1961), Marks and Gnoske (1997), Mwambu (1999).

Rwenzori Mountains National Park

UG005

Admin region Kasese, Bundibugyo, Kabarole
Coordinates 00°25’N 30°00’E
A1, A2 (106), A3 (A07)
Area 99,600 ha
National Park,
Altitude 1,700–5,110 m
World Heritage Site

■ Site description
The park, which includes Uganda’s highest point, Margherita, rises from
the floor of the Western Rift Valley. It is contiguous with the Virunga
National Park of the Democratic Republic of Congo (IBA CD010).
The park covers an extremely steep and rugged mountain range, whose
highest peaks are permanently covered with ice and snow, although
this is retreating. The natural vegetation is determined largely by altitude,
with five distinct zones. In the lower-lying areas (below c.2,400 m, though
up to 3,800 m in sheltered valleys), the vegetation is montane forest,
characterized by trees of Symphonia, Prunus, Albizia, Dombeya and
others. There are few large trees and the canopy is very open, except in
valley bottoms and on ridge-tops where the gradient is comparatively
gentle. This area occupies about 240 km². Bamboo Arundinaria forms
almost pure stands in many areas between 2,500 and 3,000 m. Above
c.3,800 m, a tree-heath occurs, in which giant heather Phillipia forms
dense thickets, although in more sheltered places there is a mixture of
stunted trees and tangled undergrowth. Above this, up to the snow-line
at c.4,400 m, is an Afro-alpine moorland zone. In total, forested and
wooded areas cover c.55,000 ha of the park. Although the fauna of the
park may not be easily seen, the attraction which makes the Rwenzoris
so famous is the remarkable spectacle of snow and ice-covered peaks in
the centre of Equatorial Africa.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. In total, 217 species have
been recorded in the park, but given that it has not been comprehensively
surveyed, further additions are to be expected. The park contains the
second highest number of Albertine Rift endemics of any IBA in
Uganda, and the second highest number of species of the Afrotropical
Highlands biome, both after Bwindi (IBA UG004). There is an
unconfirmed report of the globally near-threatened Coracina graueri.
The species of the Afrotropical Highlands biome include some
spectacular or rare birds, such as Musophaga johnstoni, Bradypterus
alfredi, Nectarinia reichenowi, Nectarinia johnstoni and Nectarinia
stuhlmanni. Seventeen species of the Guinea–Congo Forests biome also
occur, but all are well represented in other sites.
Key species
A1
Malaconotus lagdeni
Cryptospiza shelleyi
A2 (106) Albertine Rift mountains EBA: 17 of the 24 species of this EBA that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 59 of the 88 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Two species of forest tree, Hypericum bequaertii and Schefflera polysciadia,
are only known from Rwenzori, and seven others are restricted to
Rwenzori and other montane forests of the south-western border areas
of Uganda. Twenty-five species of invertebrate new to science have been
described from the area in the last 15 years. Mammals of conservation
concern include Cephalophus nigrifrons rubidus (EN), Loxodonta africana
(EN), Pan troglodytes (EN), Colobus angolensis ruwenzorii (VU) and
Cercopithecus l’hoesti (LR/nt); subspecies of Cercopithecus mitis and
Procavia capensis are only known from this park.
■ Conservation issues
The Rwenzori mountains were declared a Forest Reserve in 1941 and
the first management plan was prepared in 1948. This prescribed that
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the reserve was to be managed strictly as a protection forest. It was
recognized as a large catchment area that gave rise to numerous streams
which supplied water to the surrounding communities as well as
maintained the flow of water to Lakes George, Edward and Albert.
These lakes support an important fishing industry. Rwenzori Forest
Reserve was gazetted as a National Park in 1991 and declared a World
Heritage Site in 1995. The central peaks have long been visited by
mountaineers, but tourism in the late 1990s was adversely affected by
insecurity.
Animals in the park have suffered greatly from hunting by
surrounding communities. However, little agricultural encroachment
has taken place as the local people respect the boundary. They are not
happy about the loss of traditional rights to harvest forest products for
domestic use and to use footpaths across the range. With the increasing
involvement of local communities in the management of the park, and
the realization of tangible benefits in terms of employment and
improvement of social services, the attitude of the local people is now
beginning to change. Unfortunately, insecurity caused by rebel insurgence
in recent years has affected the park, so that management is not in full
control of the park—a situation that encourages illegal activities.

■ Further reading
Dehn and Christiansen (in press a, b), Department of Lands and Survey (1967),
Howard (1991), Prigogine (1985), Reynolds and Pomeroy (1993), Salt (1987),
UNP (1992b), Yeoman (1985, 1992).

Kibale National Park

UG006

Admin region Kabarole
Coordinates 00°26’N 30°20’E
A1, A2 (106), A3 (A05, A06, A07)
Area 76,600 ha Altitude 920–1,590 m
National Park

■ Site description
This National Park is contiguous with Queen Elizabeth National Park
(IBA UG007) in the south. It occupies undulating terrain on the main
Uganda plateau, slightly tilted to the south, and is drained by the
Mpanga and Dura rivers flowing in a southerly direction and emptying
into Lake George. Well over half of the park (c.45,000 ha) is occupied
by various types of forest vegetation that can be broadly classified as
medium-altitude moist evergreen forest in the north, and mediumaltitude moist semi-deciduous forest at lower altitudes in the south. So
far, 229 species of tree and shrub have been recorded. While still a
Forest Reserve, the area was subjected to varying intensities of logging
and a number of compartments are at various stages of regeneration.
The remainder of the park is occupied by grassland and swamp
communities, some of which were planted with non-native trees of
Pinus and Cupressus; these are currently being removed. In other parts,
the grassland is being colonized by natural forest. The Lake George
Ramsar Site (UG007) cuts across the extreme south-western corner of
the park, south of Rwimi river. The Makerere University Biological
Field Station is based at Kanyawara, towards the north of the park; it
has a substation at Ngogo. There is an ecotourism site near the park
headquarters at Kanyancu.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. So far, 339 species of birds
have been recorded, but more species are likely to be added. Most
research has been concentrated in a 10 km² area near Kanyawara and
the rest of the park is only rarely visited. Among the scarcer species
are Apaloderma vittatum, Campethera tullbergi, Trochocercus
albiventris and Cryptospiza reichenovii, each found in only two other
highland IBAs. There are old records of Francolinus nahani, but more
recent surveys failed to find this endangered species.
Key species
A1
Columba albinucha
Laniarius mufumbiri
A2 (106) Albertine Rift mountains EBA: Five of the 24 species of this EBA that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 82 of the 144 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Five of the 12 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 31 of the 88 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
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■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The forest of this park lies close to the site of a postulated Pleistocene
forest refugium in the Albertine Rift area. This has resulted in a diverse
community of forest species, which also includes many Congo-Basin
species at the eastern limits of their ranges. Four important timber
species are of conservation concern: Milicia excelsa (LR/nt), Cordia
millenii, Entandrophragma angolense (VU) and Lovoa swynnertonii
(EN). The park supports a rich fauna, including mammals of global
conservation concern such as Loxodonta africana (EN), chimpanzee
Pan troglodytes (EN), Procolobus badius and Cercopithecus l’hoesti
(LR/nt), as well as the butterfly Papilio antimachus (DD).
■ Conservation issues
Overall, 50% of Kibale National Park has been designated as a High
Protection Zone because of its relatively undisturbed quality, and
approximately 5% as a Strict Protection Zone. Changing the
conservation status of this Forest Reserve to a National Park has now
reduced the problems of agricultural encroachment and logging.
However, most of the park’s boundary adjoins agricultural
smallholdings. Crop-raiding by animals such as elephants, bushpigs,
baboons, chimpanzees and others from the park, and the laying of
snares in the forest by villagers, still contribute to strained relationships
between Park management and local communities. Some illegal
activities have been controlled by law enforcement coupled with
improved public-relations initiatives by Uganda Wildlife Authority,
supported by an IUCN project. Nevertheless, some illegal activities
such as the harvesting of wild coffee, the hunting of mammals and
birds (such as gamebirds) and the harvesting of non-commercial timber
products (mainly for building and weaving) are still problems along
the boundary where it adjoins populated areas.
■ Further reading
Dranzoa (1996), Howard (1991), Langdale-Brown et al. (1964), Osmaston
(1959), Rossouw and Sacchi (1998), Wing and Buss (1970).

Queen Elizabeth National Park
and Lake George

UG007

Admin region Rukunguri, Bushenyi, Kasese A1, A3 (A05, A06), A4i
Coordinates 00°10’S 30°00’E
National Park, Forest Reserves,
Area c.223,000 ha
Wildlife Sanctuary, Biosphere Reserve,
Altitude 910–1,365 m
Ramsar Site, Unprotected

■ Site description
Queen Elizabeth National Park (QENP, popularly known as ‘QE’)
lies in the Western Rift Valley. Its creation in 1952 recognized its varied
habitats, including grassland, woodland, moist tropical forest and
wetlands, including both freshwater rivers and lakes and saline craterlakes. In the south-east, the Kigezi Wildlife Reserve (adjacent to the
park, within the IBA) continues into the Maramagambo forest (partly
within the park, wholly within the IBA), and up to Kalinzu Forest
Reserve (which lies outside the IBA). These are medium-altitude, semideciduous forests, covering c.40,000 ha in total.
The escarpment of the Western or Albertine Rift Valley forms part
of the eastern boundary of the park. The IBA includes the whole of
Lake George, as well as the wetlands to the north of the lake (totalling
c.25,000 ha). These wetlands, difficult of access, comprise the only
designated Ramsar Site in Uganda (Lake George itself is not part of
the Ramsar Site). Lake George is connected to Lake Edward by the
32-km-long Kazinga Channel, which also roughly bisects the park
into northern and southern sectors. To the north, QENP is contiguous
with Kibale National Park (IBA UG006), and with Kyambura Wildlife
Reserve (UG008) to the north-east.
A number of crater-lakes, derived from eruptions during the midPleistocene, are found in the north and north-east, the most prominent
being Lake Katwe, whose salt deposits have been mined for centuries.
Lakes Katwe, Munyanyange and Kasenyi, which are all saline, are
outside the park’s boundaries, but belong to Kazinga Wildlife
Sanctuary and have been included within this IBA. Katwe town and
12 other settlements, mainly fishing communities, are found within
QENP, having been demarcated at the time of gazettement to allow
for the exploitation of the rich fish-resources of Lakes Edward and
George. Katwe town also flourishes because of salt-exploitation from
Lake Katwe.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. This is one of the most popular
National Parks in Uganda for birdwatchers. Its diversity is reflected
in its list of more than 600 species, the highest number recorded in
any IBA in Uganda and probably the highest of any protected area in
Africa. Eleven species of global conservation concern have been
recorded, and there are old records of three other such species, none
of which has been seen recently: Crex crex, Hirundo atrocaerulea and
Muscicapa lendu. Torgos tracheliotus is a breeding resident. Seven
species of the Afrotropical Highlands biome have been recorded, as
have three of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome. Other notable
congregations at this site include Charadrius asiaticus at ‘Shoebill
Swamp’ on Lake George. Munyanyange crater is an important site
for a wide range of migrant waders, including the highest national
count for Recurvirostra avosetta (100) and notable numbers of Sterna
nilotica, Larus fuscus and five species of duck. Since 1997, the Queen
Elizabeth National Park Bird Observatory has operated from the park
headquarters at Mweya, and by the end of 1999 had ringed over
4,000 birds of c.200 species.
Key species
A1
Ardeola idae
Glareola nordmanni
Balaeniceps rex
Gallinago media
Phoenicopterus minor
Columba albinucha
Circus macrourus
Chloropeta gracilirostris
Falco naumanni
Laniarius mufumbiri
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 70 of the 144 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Nine of the 12 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Pelecanus onocrotalus
—
Max. 1,800
Sterna nilotica
—
Max. 1,200
Rynchops flavirostris
—
Max. 650

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Among threatened mammals, there are good populations of Loxodonta
africana (EN) and Pan troglodytes (EN).
■ Conservation issues
The Uganda Wildlife Authority manages the whole area, except for the
open waters of Lakes Edward and George, which are the responsibility
of the Fisheries Department. The boundaries of the Ramsar Site leave
out some important areas in terms of bird communities, including Lake
George itself. There is evidence that some bird species feed in the
freshwater wetlands but roost on some of the crater-lakes (Lakes
Munyanyange and Katwe), whose inclusion would therefore greatly
enhance the value of the Ramsar Site. These crater-lakes are protected
under the Kazinga Wildlife Sanctuary, but may need a higher protection
status since they fall outside QENP. Formerly, the biggest problem was
poaching, but this is now comparatively minor. However, the increasing
human population in the fishing settlements may cause threats in the
near future through such activities as excessive use of fuelwood from
the park, overfishing, illegal livestock-grazing, and burning. The
presence of the settlements was one of the reasons for designating the
park as a Biosphere Reserve in 1979.
■ Further reading
Arinaitwe (1994), Byaruhanga and Arinaitwe (1996), Dowsett and ForbesWatson (1993), Kasoma (1989), Ogilvie-Grant (1906), Olivier (1990), UNEP
(1988a), Wilson (1995), Zandri and Viskanic (1992).

Kyambura Wildlife Reserve
Admin region Bushenyi
Coordinates 00°12’S 30°15’E
Area 15,510 ha Altitude 915–1,110 m

UG008
A1, A3 (A06), A4i, A4iii
Wildlife Reserve

■ Site description
The reserve (KWR) lies immediately south of Lake George (a Ramsar
Site), and east of Queen Elizabeth National Park (QENP: IBA UG007)
where the Kazinga Channel leaves the lake, flowing towards Lake
Edward. Although KWR has similar ecosystems to QENP, the natural
barriers formed by the Kyambura Gorge and Kazinga Channel make
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it possible to manage the area as a separate entity. KWR serves as a
buffer zone for the north-eastern part of QENP.
There is no land connection between the reserve and the park,
animals simply fording the Kyambura river where it is shallowest during
the dry seasons to move between the protected areas. The river gorge
supports a high-canopy tropical forest which grades to a swamp-forest
and papyrus (Cyperus papyrus) swamp near the river mouth. The eastern
border follows Buhindagi river from Lake George, south-east to
Kasyoha-Kitomi Forest Reserve (a moist semi-deciduous forest not
presently included within the IBA) where the boundaries of the Forest
and Wildlife Reserves abut. A road from the main Mbarara–Kasese
highway runs up to Kashaka fish-landing site, bisecting the reserve.
There are seven volcanic crater-lakes, both fresh and saline, in the
reserve, the most significant of which are the saline Lakes Nshenyi,
Bagusa and Maseche; Lakes Chibwera, Kinera, Kararo and Kyamwiga
have fresh water.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. The fauna and flora are similar to
that of Queen Elizabeth National Park (IBA UG007). Both IBAs have
volcanic craters with saline lakes, which are important sites for
waterbirds. A total of 332 bird species has been recorded in Kyambura
Wildlife Reserve, including seven species of global conservation concern.
Lake George, the Kazinga Channel and the seven crater-lakes within
the reserve offer a large and varied habitat to many birds, including
about 110 wetland species. Lakes Maseche, Nshenyi and Bagusa are
within a few kilometres of each other, and the populations of
Phoenicopterus minor in these craters can be considered as one. Since
1994, the number recorded on the three saline lakes together has
exceeded 20,000 on several occasions, and reached 30,000 in February
and August 1999. Although the population of Phoenicopterus minor in
Uganda is only 2% of the total population in East Africa, these sites are
of considerable conservation importance, since they represent alternative
potential breeding sites if the traditional breeding sites are not available.
Laniarius mufumbiri and Chloropeta gracilirostris were recorded in
papyrus swamps along the shores of Lake George in November 2000.
There is a roosting site for Pelecanus onocrotalus at Kashaka fishing
village, with a single count of 900 birds in 1994. There are isolated
records of Gallinago media and Hirundo atrocaerulea, and a 1994 record
of Torgos tracheliotus by the Frontier-Uganda team.
Key species
Balaeniceps rex
Laniarius mufumbiri
A1
Phoenicopterus minor
Chloropeta gracilirostris
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Six of the 12 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Phoenicopterus minor
—
30,000
Himantopus himantopus
—
4,100
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Threatened mammals include Loxodonta africana (EN), Panthera leo
(VU) and Pan troglodytes (EN).
■ Conservation issues
KWR was gazetted as a Controlled Hunting Area and then raised to
the status of Game Reserve in 1965. It was used for licensed hunting
and cropping to supply the local community with meat until the early
1970s. Due to civil unrest in the 1970s and early 1980s, the level of
uncontrolled hunting increased drastically which led to mass killing of
big-game mammals. At the same time, subsistence farmers from the
surrounding areas and migrants from southern Uganda annexed land
in the south-east of the reserve. These encroachers were evicted in 1992,
when Zwilling Safaris AG Ltd took over management of the reserve.
The area of abandoned and overgrown cultivation, whilst attracting
many birds and providing a haven for wild pigs (Potamochoerus larvatus
and Hylochoerus meinertzhageni), is unsuitable habitat for most other
game animals and is less affected by the dry-season burning which keeps
the grasslands open in other parts of the reserve.
There is one fishing village, Kashaka, on a peninsula projecting into
Lake George, which was present at the time of gazetting the reserve
and has a quasi-legal status. It has no formal boundary or register of
residents. Although there is no encroachment into the reserve, there is
settlement and cultivation on the edge of the eastern and southern
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borders. Residents have the major problem of animals destroying their
crops. However, they collect some materials such as firewood from the
reserve. A study in 1990–1992 showed an increase in the human
population, although this is hard to define since most people are
‘nomadic fishermen’ who move around Lake George with the changing
fish numbers. There is no policy controlling the presence of domestic
livestock, mainly goats, which graze freely in the reserve. KWR and
QENP are now under the same management (Uganda Wildlife
Authority), and are jointly managed as part of the Queen Elizabeth
Conservation Area.

■ Further reading
Allan (1994), Chapin (1953), UNEP (1988a), Zandri and Viskanic (1992).

Semliki National Park
Admin region Bundibugyo
Coordinates 00°50’N 30°05’E
Area 21,900 ha Altitude 670–760 m

UG009
A1, A2 (107), A3 (A05, A06)
National Park

■ Site description
This park, sometimes referred to as Bwamba forest, lies in the Albertine
Rift Valley, north-west of the Rwenzori mountains, bordering the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The Lamia and Semliki rivers
bound the park to the west and north, and the Fort Portal–Bundibugyo
road forms part of its boundary to the south. The Park is contiguous
with the DRC’s Virunga National Park (IBA CD010) and with the
small North Rwenzori Forest Reserve in Uganda. Much of its flat to
gently undulating landscape is poorly drained and floods during rainy
seasons. Much of the park (c.19,500 ha) is covered by forest, which is
classified as moist semi-deciduous and which is dominated over large
areas by a single tree species, Cynometra alexandrii. Swamp-forest
communities occupy about 7% of the area, dominated by Mitragyna,
oil-palm Elaeis and Ficus. The breakdown of law and order in the
1970s and early 1980s resulted in about 30% of the original forest
cover being cleared for agriculture and settlement. However, the
encroachers were evicted in 1988 and 1990, and the forest is now slowly
regenerating.
The Semliki forest is cut off from the rest of East Africa by the natural
barrier of the Rwenzori massif. Its forests represent an easterly extension
of the great Ituri forest of north-eastern DRC and its flora and fauna
show strong affinities with the Congo-Basin forests. There are also strong
affinities between the people and cultures of Bwamba and those of
neighbouring DRC.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Semliki Forest represents
the only significant example of Congo-Basin vegetation in Uganda.
A large number of species of the Guinea–Congo Forests biome reach
their eastern limits here, in one of the richest localities for forest birds
in Africa. The site contains half as many species of bird as the entire
Congo and nearly two-thirds as many as in the 181,000 km² of the
whole Upper Guinea Forests.
No less than 70 species are only known within Uganda from Semliki
Forest, including 31 of the Guinea–Congo Forests biome. Other species
with very limited national ranges occur, such as Bycanistes fistulator
(also recorded in Budongo Forest Reserve), Phyllanthus atripennis and
Trochocercus nitens (also known from Mabira Forest Reserve), Ploceus
aurantius (also common along the northern shores of Lake Victoria)
and Malimbus erythrogaster (also recorded from Kibale National Park).
Semliki forest is close to the Mount Rwenzori ranges, and the River
Semliki meanders (forming oxbow lakes in some places) along the
western border down to Lake Albert and is surrounded by swamp,
where four species of the Lake Victoria Basin biome, including
Laniarius mufumbiri and Cisticola carruthersi, occur. The site also has,
surprisingly, six species of the Afrotropical Highlands biome, all
widespread elsewhere in the country.
Key species
A1
Gallinago media
Laniarius mufumbiri
Columba albinucha
Zoothera oberlaenderi
Phyllastrephus lorenzi
A2 (107) Eastern DR Congo lowlands EBA: Both of the two species of this EBA that
occur in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
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A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 130 of the 144 species of this biome that
occur in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Four of the 12 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Semliki Forest is outstandingly rich in wildlife—the area is believed
to have been a forest refugium during the last arid period of the
Pleistocene era, when conditions elsewhere on the continent were too
dry to support forest vegetation. The park fauna is very rich and
includes eight species of diurnal forest primate, as well as 51 species
of forest swallowtail and Charaxes butterflies, including Papilio
antimachus (DD). Milicia excelsa (LR/nt), Cordia millenii and Lovoa
swynnertonii (EN) are forest trees considered endangered in the area.
One species of primate and eight other mammals, as well as one
butterfly, are only recorded from this area in East Africa. Threatened
mammals include Loxodonta africana (EN) and Pan troglodytes (EN).
■ Conservation issues
Semliki National Park was gazetted as Semliki Forest Reserve in 1932
and formally gazetted as a National Park in 1993. Conservation efforts
have faced a number of obstacles that largely relate to the conflict
over land-use by local communities who desire to utilize the park
resources as they have done traditionally. This has resulted in
agricultural encroachment, poaching, illegal removal of forest products
and hostility by the local community. Involving the local people in
decision-making is a major objective of current management,
supported by an IUCN project. The high population density in
Bwamba county (300 people/km², increasing at 3.4% per annum) poses
a big problem for the future, with people saying that they need more
land for cultivation.
■ Further reading
Friedmann and Williams (1969), Howard (1991), Rossouw and Sacchi (1998),
Sande (1996), UNEP (1988b), UNDP/WTO (1993), Wilson (1995).

the extreme south of their range (but which are common in the Wildlife
Reserve), such as Ptilostomus afer, Merops bulocki and Lamprotornis
purpureus. Sixteen species of the Guinea–Congo Forests biome also
occur in the Wildlife Reserve, as do four species of the Lake Victoria
Basin biome. There is a single, unconfirmed report of the globally
threatened Falco naumanni.
Key species
A1
Balaeniceps rex

Laniarius mufumbiri

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
In the 1960s, the reserve was renowned for its high populations of
Kobus kob (LR/cd) and Panthera leo (VU), but these were reduced to
low levels through poaching during the period 1971–1986, as were
Loxodonta africana (EN) and Alcelaphus buselaphus (LR/cd). An
unknown number of chimpanzees Pan troglodytes (EN) occur in the
reserve along the riverine forests.
■ Conservation issues
Whereas the Wildlife Reserve still enjoys some protection, the CHA
has been degraded because of widespread overgrazing. Semliki Wildlife
Reserve has a history of heavy poaching, which contributed to the
substantial decline in mammal populations. There are several
settlements in the reserve and sometimes organized poaching groups
visit the reserve. However, this appears to have been controlled recently
and large-mammal populations are reported to be recovering slowly.
The residents in peripheral villages and in the settlements within the
reserve seem to depend on the reserve for domestic requirements. An
estimated 50,000 cattle graze in the north-western part, ranging up to
5 km into the reserve. The reserves are areas of contention due to
conflicting interests between the local community and the mandate of
the protected area. The Ministry of Tourism, Trade and Industry is
likely to degazette around 20 km² of encroached forest, after the
submission of a request by the local authorities. However, there was
agreement to enhance protection for the wetland portion of the CHA
and for a small area of Nyaborogo Forest.
■ Further reading

Semliki reserves

UG010

Admin region Bundibugyo
Coordinates 01°00’N 30°20’E
A1
Area c.115,000 ha
Wildlife Reserve, Controlled Hunting Area,
Altitude 800–900 m
Unprotected (small area)

■ Site description
This site comprises the Semliki Wildlife Reserve, Semliki Controlled
Hunting Area (CHA) and an adjacent area of wetland extending to
Lake Albert, whose shores have swamps with Miscanthus and papyrus
Cyperus papyrus. It borders the Rift Valley escarpment that rises to
1,500 m on the eastern boundary. The Rwenzori foothills are to the
south and the CHA adjoins the Wildlife Reserve in the north-west,
along the border with Democratic Republic of Congo. These reserves
are generally flat, lying at the bottom of the Rift Valley. Two rivers,
Wasa and Mugidi, and their tributaries drain the Wildlife Reserve
into Lake Albert and the River Semliki marks the western border of
the CHA. The local microclimate (influenced by the surrounding
topography) and past human activities within the reserves have created
a mosaic of vegetation-types, including lake-shore flats and swamps,
grassland, wooded grassland, bush grassland, woodland, swamp and
riverine forest.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. The species-richness is relatively high, with a
list of 350 species for the Wildlife Reserve. The CHA has not been
surveyed, but the mudflats at the shores of Lake Albert are worthy of
particular investigation. The birds in the two reserves are mainly
savanna-woodland species, with water-associated species along various
streams through the reserves as well as at the shores of the lake. The
tall vegetation along the marshy shores of the lake is home to
Balaeniceps rex and other wetland birds, such as Microparra capensis
and Nettapus auritus, whilst the papyrus swamp along the rivers holds
Laniarius mufumbiri and perhaps other papyrus specialists.
Although this site does not qualify for the Sudan–Guinea Savanna
biome, it holds six species of this biome, including several that are at

Allan et al. (1995), Lamprey and Michelmore (1995), Rossouw and Sacchi
(1998), UNEP (1988a), Verner and Jenik (1984).

Lake Mburo National Park
Admin region Mbarara
Coordinates 00°40’S 30°55’E
Area 37,000 ha Altitude 1,280–1,520 m

UG011
A1, A2 (s057), A3 (A06)
National Park

■ Site description
This is a relatively new National Park, having been gazetted in 1982.
Hilly and upland areas dominate the north-western part and the River
Ruizi and an interlinking chain of lakes occupy the southern parts.
From west to east these are: Mburo, Kigambira, Mutukula, Kazuma
and Bwara. The Park contains a wide variety of habitat-types, which
give it a surprisingly high diversity of animals and plants for its size.
Acacia trees are widespread in many areas, such as well-drained
hillsides and low-lying hilltops—places which were formerly much
more open and which provided good grazing for cattle and wildlife.
The present extent of the Acacia can probably be attributed to
overgrazing and frequent burning.
Today, there has been a reduction in the diversity of large mammals,
as a result of human activity which, over the years, has included hunting,
eradication of tsetse fly Glossina, and habitat destruction through
cultivation and settlement. Some large mammals, such as Loxodonta
africana and Diceros bicornis, are believed to have existed in the area
formerly, but have been extinct for many years. Others, such as Panthera
leo and Hippotragus equinus, have disappeared in recent years. Rainfall
is fairly low and tends to be erratic and unreliable, causing shortage of
pastures and thus affecting the behaviour of wildlife and creating
demands on the park by local pastoralists. The Park’s location near the
Masaka–Mbarara highway makes it easily accessible from Kampala.
There are a number of tourist facilities and an education centre.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The park has a diverse bird
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fauna, with over 310 species recorded. These include a number that
have not been recorded in other parks in Uganda such as Ardeola
rufiventris, Tricholaema melanocephala, Eremomela scotops, Euplectes
orix and Cisticola fulvicapillus. Lybius rubrifacies, a restricted-range
species, is occasionally seen, but is rare, probably reaching its northern
limit here, and not known anywhere else in Uganda. The site is
important for certain species of the Lake Victoria Basin biome, such
as Bradypterus carpalis and Cisticola carruthersi, which are rare in
other IBAs. The site has one Afrotropical Highlands biome species,
Ploceus baglafecht. There are isolated records of two globally nearthreatened species, Phoenicopterus minor and Gallinago media. Torgos
tracheliotus occurs.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. The list for Mabira Forest Reserve
contains almost 300 species. Many species of the Guinea–Congo
Forests biome are not well-represented in other protected areas in
Uganda, for instance Francolinus nahani, Caprimulgus nigriscapularis,
Phyllanthus atripennis, Macrosphenus concolor and Trochocercus
nitens. Mabira Forest was heavily encroached in the 1970s and 1980s,
which may have had adverse effects on the forest birds, particularly
on the habitat specialists. Three species of the Lake Victoria Basin
biome are known, but further surveys in the valley papyrus swamps
could reveal more. The site also holds one species of the Sudan–Guinea
Savanna biome and four of the Afrotropical Highlands biome.

Key species
A1
Balaeniceps rex
Laniarius mufumbiri
Lybius rubrifacies
Chloropeta gracilirostris
A2 (s057) Dry woodlands west of Lake Victoria Secodary Area: Lybius rubrifacies has
been recorded at this site.
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Eight of the 12 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

Key species
A1
Francolinus nahani
Laniarius mufumbiri
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 74 of the 144 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Lake Mburo is the only National Park in Uganda in which the
ungulate Aepyceros melampus (LR/cd) is found.
■ Conservation issues
The Park was formerly a Game Reserve in which 300 families, with
their cattle herds, resided. Gazettement as a Park resulted in the entire
population being evicted. This created hostility from the local people, a
situation that was exploited by both local and national politicians to
further their interests. A compromise, through which the park was
reduced by over 50% to the present size, was reached in 1986.
The animosity created between local communities and the park
since its gazettement has persisted to some extent. The conflict is mainly
over grazing and water. Approximately 20,000 head of cattle moreor-less regularly graze in neighbouring areas, which were degazetted
in 1986. During periods of drought, the pastoralists look to the park
for grazing and water. Agriculturists are also a potential threat to the
park, since the wetter parts of the area, which was degazetted in 1986,
are now under cultivation, and a settlement scheme has also been
established on the fringes of the park. Crop-raiding by wildlife causes
conflict. However, efforts to involve the communities in conservation
and to sensitize them to the value of wildlife, coupled with other
initiatives, such as provision of water outside the park, are gradually
reducing these threats. A lot, however, remains to be done.
■ Further reading
Busulwa (1993), Infield and Namara (2001), Kamugisha and Stahl (1993),
Muhweezi (1994), Pomeroy and Kasoma (1993), Reynolds and Pomeroy (1993),
UNEP (1988a), Snelson and Wilson (1994).

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Two hundred and two tree species have been recorded, including one
(Diphasia angolensis) not known from elsewhere in Uganda. Five tree
species from this reserve are of international conservation concern:
Milicia excelsa (LR/nt), Cordia millenii, Irvingia gabonensis (LR/nt),
Entandrophragma angolense (VU) and Lovoa swynnertonii (EN). The
present status of the larger mammals is not known; Loxodonta africana
(EN) was last recorded in the mid-1950s.
■ Conservation issues
About 21% and 26% of the reserve have been designated as Strict Nature
Reserve and Buffer Zone, respectively, and forest in these areas is
currently recovering, helped by extensive plantings of native tree species.
The forest is surrounded by a densely populated area and there are
several villages within its boundaries, all of which existed before its
designation as a Forest Reserve. Mabira has been mechanically
harvested for timber since 1906, but the management has often been
poor. The forest was one of the main sources of charcoal to the nearby
towns of Jinja and Kampala, and produced an estimated 1,500 tons
(60,000 bags) per year in the 1960s. In the 1980s, the forest was heavily
encroached by settlers and subsistence farmers, encouraged by
politicians. In 1988, the Forest Department enumerated a total of
3,506 families who lived or cultivated in the reserve. As a result, over
25% of the reserve was heavily degraded or cleared. However, the
encroachers were evicted in 1988. Despite this, illegal activities such as
pit-sawing, charcoal-burning, collection of poles (for building) and of
medicinal plants have continued, although on a reduced scale. Mabira
represents the best opportunity to maintain a complete forest community
characteristic of this important biogeograghical region. Also, by virtue
of its location between two main urban centres, the reserve is likely to
assume increasing importance as a recreational area; it is already popular
for picnics, walks and trail-biking.
■ Further reading

Mabira Forest Reserve
Admin region Mukono
Coordinates 00°30’N 33°00’E
Area 30,600 ha Altitude 1,070–1,340 m

UG012

Carswell (1986), Dranzoa (1990), Dranzoa et al. (1997, 1999), Earl (1971),
Howard (1991), Sande (1996), UNEP (1988b).

A1, A3 (A05)
Forest Reserve

Sango Bay area
■ Site description
Mabira Forest Reserve is the largest block of moist semi-deciduous
forest remaining in the central region of Uganda. The reserve occupies
gently undulating country, characterized by numerous flat-topped hills
and wide, shallow valleys. Some of these valleys have papyrus (Cyperus
papyrus) swamps. The topography is such that the land drains to the
north, even though the reserve’s southern boundary lies only 13 km
from the shores of Lake Victoria. Forest in the reserve covers
c.29,000 ha and is considered to be secondary, in which the distinct
vegetation-types are sub-climax communities, heavily influenced by
humans over prolonged periods of time. The reserve is isolated from
other protected areas by settled agricultural land. Commercial use
began when some parts were harvested for timber in the early 1900s,
and until 1988, agricultural encroachment for intensive coffee/banana
plantations was badly damaging large parts of the reserve. The
closeness of Mabira to Kampala, and the presence of various
ecotourism facilities, make this IBA a popular site for visitors.
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Admin region Rakai
Coordinates 00°55’S 31°35’E
Area c.54,000 ha Altitude 1,130 m

UG013
A1, A3 (A05, A06), A4i, A4iii
Forest Reserves, Unprotected

■ Site description
The Sango Bay area, north of the Uganda–Tanzania border, adjoins
the Lake Nabugabo area (IBA UG016) to the north. The main road
between Masaka and Mutukula at the Tanzanian border marks its
western limit; its eastern limit is the Lake Victoria shoreline. There
are wetlands, grasslands and forests.
In total, the forests within this site cover c.15,000 ha. There are five
Forest Reserves: Kaiso, Tero East and West, Namalala and
Malabigambo. All are of a rather homogeneous nature, broadly
classified as swamp-forest, formerly important for its Podocarpus timber
species, most of which have been logged out over the past 100 years.
The canopy is generally lower than that of medium-altitude mixed
evergreen forest, although many of the component species are the same.
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The area is considered of biogeographic interest because it lies in the
transition between the East and West African vegetation zones. There
is evidence that the area was a Pleistocene refugium.
The Malabigambo Forest is contiguous with Minziro Forest of
neighbouring Tanzania (IBA TZ055). The site also contains a mosaic
of wetland types, including permanent and seasonal swamp-forests,
papyrus Cyperus papyrus swamps, herbaceous swamps interspersed with
palms, and seasonally flooded grasslands. The Sango Bay wetlands are
extensive, stretching along the shores of Lake Victoria from Kyabasimba
in the south to Malembo in the north. In areas such as Kyabasimba,
the shoreline is varied, with sandy shores, rocky shores, forested shores
and a fishing village. The shoreline of the bay itself is fringed by papyrus,
merging into the extensive flood-plains of the Bukora river delta. The
bay is relatively unsheltered and experiences serious wave action. As a
result, there is little fringing water-hyacinth Eichhornia, unlike bays in
the Entebbe area. At Sango Bay itself, there is a small fish-landing site
and an old disused pier, whose structures are important roosts for birds.
At the mouth of the River Kagera, the shore is relatively exposed,
with mainly sandy shores merging into papyrus swamp. The deposition
of silt carried by the Kagera has led to the creation of a wide shallow
belt with a sandbar at the river mouth.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. About 300,000 Chlidonias
leucopterus were reported by the Wetlands Inventory Team in 1994,
but this has not been confirmed by later counts. Large numbers of
Ardeola ralloides occur in the area. Pelecanus onocrotalus roost at the
mouth of the River Kagera in several hundreds and small numbers of
Pelecanus rufescens occur. A count of 82 Hirundo atrocaerulea was made
in May 2001.
Key species
A1
Hirundo atrocaerulea
Laniarius mufumbiri
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 50 of the 144 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Five of the 12 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Chlidonias leucopterus
—
100,000
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Plants of conservation interest include Pseudagrostistachys ugandensis,
a grass not known elsewhere in Uganda, and Podocarpus usambaransis
vardawei, an endemic variety. Loxodonta africana (EN) is the only
globally threatened mammal species found in the area, but nearendemic mammals include Colobus guereza adolfi-friederici, which is
restricted to Sango Bay in the Ugandan part of its range, and
Cercopithecus mitis doggetti, which occurs at Sango Bay as part of a
limited range in south-western Uganda.
■ Conservation issues
Large portions of the seasonal swamp-forests are included within the
five Forest Reserves, which are managed from the Rakai District forest
offices. The forests are not considered to be under any immediate threats
because of their inaccessible nature, poor stocking of usable timber, lack
of potential for conversion to agricultural land, and low human
population densities in surrounding areas. However, a nearby sugar
estate that existed in the 1960s and early 1970s has now been re-established
and this is bound to have some adverse impacts on the wetland.
■ Further reading
Francis and Penfold (1991), Friedmann and Williams (1969), Howard (1991),
Kasoma and Pomeroy (1996), Katende and Pomeroy (1997), Langdale-Brown
et al. (1964).

Musambwa islands
Admin region Rakai
Coordinates 00°47’S 31°47’E
Area c.8 ha Altitude 1,130 m

UG014
A4i, A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
These three rocky islets are about 3 km offshore in Sango Bay. The

largest covers about 5 ha, and the next about 3 ha (these are locally
known as Ennene (large) and Entono (small) respectively), whilst the
smallest is just a rocky outcrop jutting out of the lake. The two larger
ones are sparsely vegetated with shrubs and short, weather-beaten
trees, especially of Ficus species. The shoreline has no fringing swamp
or sandy beaches. The larger island is used periodically by fishermen
catching Nile perch Lates niloticus (Mputa) and Rastrineobola argentea
(Mukene). A group of fishermen have settled on the island.

■ Birds
See Box for key species. As yet, there is no species list for the islands,
whose significance is as a breeding and roosting site. The full
importance of the islands, especially for Larus cirrocephalus was not
appreciated until recently. There are no other breeding colonies of
Egretta garzetta known in Uganda, which makes this an important
site. Phalacrocorax carbo breeds on both islands in Ficus trees, and
2,000 non-breeding birds were recorded in February and October 1995.
Large numbers of Phalacrocorax africanus also roost on the islands,
with an estimate of 3,000–5,000 in July 1997.
Key species
A4i
Phalacrocorax africanus
Egretta garzetta
Larus cirrocephalus
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur.

Breeding (pairs)
6,000–7,000
500
10,000

Non-breeding
—
20,000
100,000

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
In 1995, there were only three houses on the islands, but by 1997 there
were seven, including a shop. Problems associated with an increasing
human population, such as disturbance, consumptive utilization and
competition for space, may become more acute with time. The number
of adult Ficus trees is decreasing.
Local people in the Sango Bay area collect and eat eggs of nesting
Larus cirrocephalus. Although some eggs are laid in crevices too deep
for people to extract them, the disturbance leads to desertion.
Information about breeding periods is passed on by the resident
fishermen. Recent observations indicate that the egg-collection may
not be sustainable.
Fishermen of two kinds use the islands. Those who fish the Nile
Perch Lates niloticus and set their nets far from the shore, and only
use the islands for short periods; and those who fish the sardine-sized
Mukene R. argentea. The latter set their nets close to the islands, reside
on the islands and have cleared about 200 m² for sun-drying the fish.
In addition to losing nesting-space, birds will become susceptible to
injury from fishermen preventing them from eating the fish on the
ground. The UNDP/GEF Small Grants Programme recently approved
an award of $50,000 to NatureUganda for a two-year project with
local communities to conserve the islands.
■ Further reading
Britton (1980), Brown et al. (1982, 1988), Witte et al. (1992).

Lutoboka point
(Ssese islands)
Admin region Kalangala
Coordinates 00°18’S 32°17’E
Area c.200 ha Altitude 1,130 m

UG015
A4i
Forest Reserve, Unprotected

■ Site description
Lutoboka point is found on the eastern side of Lugala island, the
largest (at c.200 km²) of the 84 islands in the Ssese island archipelago.
Lutoboka point juts into Lutoboka Channel in Lake Victoria at the
edge of Lutoboka Forest Reserve, a medium-altitude moist evergreen
forest dominated by species of Piptadeniastrum and Uapaca. The most
important area for breeding birds is the narrow strip of tall trees at
the edge of the forest which is mainly within the Forest Reserve, but
with small excursions into Kalangala town, the biggest urban centre
on the islands. The edge of the Forest Reserve is covered by grassland,
extending up towards the town.
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■ Birds
See Box for key species. The only detailed study of the birds of the
islands was by the Forest Biodiversity Inventory Team, and this
covered only the forests. A general checklist of birds for this site has
yet to be compiled. The IBA Inventory Team also visited some forests
on Lugala islands and a few selected sites on the shoreline near
Kalangala Township and Banga rocks at the end of Lugala island
(the biggest of the Ssese islands). Two small areas were identified as
important for breeding Phalacrocorax carbo: 5,000 pairs (nests) were
counted in trees at Lutoboka and 500 recorded on the Banga rocks at
the southern tip of the island. It is estimated that the non-breeding
population on the islands is much larger than the breeding population.
Other notable species, such as Ploceus weynsi and Ploceus castanops
(a species of the Lake Victoria Basin biome), also occur.
Key species
A4i
Phalacrocorax carbo

Breeding (pairs)
5,500

Non-breeding
—

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Lugala island has probably been isolated from the mainland for at least
12,000 years, during which time a rodent species, Pelomys isseli, has
evolved on Ssese and Kome islands. Another mammal, Tragelaphus
spekei (LR/nt), is said to have an endemic race on the islands. Other
endemic species include three butterflies: Acraea simulata, Thermoniphas
togara bugalla and Acraea epaea. The Ssese islands contain over 12%
of Uganda’s known tree and shrub species. Lasianthus sesseensis, a tree
endemic to Uganda, is known from Ssese islands, and the Forest
Biodiversity Inventory Team recorded eight species that were not
recorded in any other forest of the 65 surveyed in the country.
■ Conservation issues
The conservation of the forests of Ssese islands is of considerable
importance, both for these unique communities and for commercial
use, including tourism. The wild-bird trade, although not as well
developed as in some neighbouring countries, still threatens some species.
Kalangala is believed to be the main source of illegally exported Psittacus
erithacus from Uganda. Ssese and other Lake Victoria islands are
exploited for firewood, charcoal and timber in an unregulated manner.
There are currently also plans to encourage plantations of oil-palms on
the islands. It is not yet clear to what extent this will cause encroachment
on the remaining forest habitats. There is, therefore, an urgent need for
the District authorities to be sensitized to the potential of the islands as
well as the threats to their natural habitats.
A serious threat to the IBA is the growing town, which is expanding
into Lutoboka Forest Reserve. Already, a small section of the reserve,
including parts of the breeding colony, has been encroached by beach
developments and is earmarked for de-gazetting by the town board.
As more developments come into Kalangala, the point will come under
pressure by encroachers.
The coverage of surveys for this exercise was limited and hence
with further surveys it is likely that other forests in Ssese islands will
qualify as IBAs.

swamp. There is a belt of depleted tropical forest along much of the
western shore, and sandy shores along the windward, north-western
shoreline. Similar forests exist along the eastern sandbank, some of
which are gazetted Forest Reserves. The lakes have been isolated from
Lake Victoria for about 3,700 years, during which time the cichlid
fauna has undergone speciation. Lake Nabugabo is a popular resort,
especially at weekends and public holidays.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. A complete species list for the
birds of Nabugabo is not available yet, but over 180 species have been
recorded. The scarce Serinus koliensis is among the species of the Lake
Victoria Basin biome that are present. Two additional species of global
conservation concern, Gallinago media and Circus macrourus, were
recorded in December 2000 on seasonally flooded grassland. Hylia
prasina and Alcedo quadribrachys occur in the forested areas close to
the lake.
Key species
Balaeniceps rex
Laniarius mufumbiri
A1
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Seven of the 12 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Nine species of indigenous fish of the family Cichlidae have been
recorded from the lakes, including five endemic species of Haplochromis.
The introduction of the non-native fish Oreochromis niloticus, O.
leucosticus and Tilapia zillii in the 1950s and Lates niloticus in the early
1960s in both Lakes Victoria and Nabugabo has impacted negatively
on the indigenous fish, which may now only remain in the satellite lakes.
■ Conservation issues
Expanding tourism developments along the north end of the western
shore, burning of the swamp and overfishing are all potential threats
to this IBA. Land-use of the catchment is mainly rough grazing, and
there are areas of mature, but degraded, forest and woodland. Small
areas are under subsistence farming, especially to the west and northwest of the lake. The site has been proposed as a Ramsar Site and the
District has already endorsed this proposal which is now being
considered at national level. A dairy farm is being established along
the eastern side of Lake Manywa. Local people recognize spiritual
attributes of all the three satellite lakes and this will serve as a
temporary protection for them.
■ Further reading
Kateyo (1998), Langdale-Brown et al. (1964), Okot-Okumu (1999), Omoding
et al. (1996), Scott et al. (1994).

Mabamba Bay
Admin region Mpigi
Coordinates 00°05’N 32°20’E
Area c.16,500 ha Altitude 1,130 m

UG017
A1, A3 (A06)
Unprotected

■ Further reading
D’Abrera (1980), Davenport et al. (1996c), Delany (1969), Ingram et al. (1970),
Osborn (in press).

Nabugabo wetland
Admin region Masaka
Coordinates 00°27’S 31°55’E
Area c.22,500 ha Altitude 1,130 m

UG016
A1, A3 (A06)
Unprotected

■ Site description
The IBA consists of Lake Nabugabo (c.3,500 ha), a shallow freshwater
lake of c.8 km by 5 km, and extensive swamps and small forests to the
north, east and south, where Sango Bay (IBA UG013) adjoins. Three
much smaller satellite lakes, Birinzi (formerly Kayanja), Manywa and
Kayugi are located to the north-west at a slightly higher altitude.
Nabugabo is separated from Lake Victoria by an arm of the
Lwamunda swamp and a sandbar. Large plants such as Loudetia
dominate, but Miscanthus and Vossia, as well as Sphagnum bogs, are
also present. Papyrus occurs, but does not dominate any part of the
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■ Site description
Mabamba is an extensive marsh stretching through a long narrow
bay, fringed with papyrus Cyperus papyrus towards the main body of
Lake Victoria. Miscanthus and Cyperus species dominate, but there is
a narrow open water channel and a small patch of water-lilies
Nymphaea. There are also areas of sedge Cladium, and sometimes
drifting papyrus swamp islands. The Bay forms part of Waiya Bay,
south-west of Nakiwogo Bay; these are all to the west of Entebbe
International Airport. This IBA is one of the best marshy areas along
the northern shores of Lake Victoria.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. There has been no detailed
inventory of the bay and its associated swamps, but one has now
begun. However, a recent study of waterbirds of Lake Victoria revealed
the presence of several species of conservation interest. This is the
closest place to Kampala where Balaeniceps rex are regularly seen.
The surrounding communities have reported breeding, and the young
are sometimes collected by local people to be raised and eventually
sold. This has not been very successful because of the specialized
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feeding habits of the birds, and as they grow they become expensive
to feed. Balaeniceps rex feeds primarily on lungfish Protopterus
aethiopicus, which is also prized by the local community. Balaeniceps
rex is regularly recorded in pairs and threes in the marsh at Nakiwogo,
c.2 km north-east of Mabamba Bay.
Recent visits also confirmed the presence of flocks of other species,
especially migrants such as Sterna nilotica, Chlidonias leucopterus and
Chlidonias hybridus and residents such as Larus cirrocephalus. Other
notable species found in the marsh include good numbers of Ardea
goliath, Plectropterus gambensis and Nettapus auritus, and a number
of migratory waders. The site may be important for Hirundo
atrocaerulea, and there are old records of the globally near-threatened
Circus macrourus.
Key species
A1
Balaeniceps rex
Laniarius mufumbiri
Hirundo atrocaerulea
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Seven of the 12 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Like many papyrus swamps adjacent to Lake Victoria, Mabamba
contains the ungulate Tragelaphus spekii (LR/nt) which is commonly
hunted by local people. More information on other fauna will become
available after detailed studies of the area.
■ Conservation issues
The major conservation problem affecting sites such as Mabamba and
Lutembe is the proliferation of the invasive water-hyacinth Eichhornia,
although this has declined in much of the Lake Victoria area since
1998. Few detailed studies have been carried out to establish how the
weed affects wetlands such as these, but studies elsewhere on Lake
Victoria show that certain aquatic plants and large invertebrates may
be adversely affected. This may, in turn, have an impact on birds. In
the longer term, the proliferation of flower farms along the shores of
the lake may also have an impact because they make intensive use of
agrochemicals. The dry-season incursion into the swamp by fishermen,
some of whom build huts in the swamp and stay there, even keeping
animals such as pigs Sus scrofa in the interior of the swamp, needs to
be regulated, as does the hunting of Tragelaphus spekei. NatureUganda
is currently talking to Mpigi District Administration about the
possibility of a Wetland Reserve, as well as ecotourism in Mabamba,
so as to prepare a funding proposal.

additional species of global conservation concern have been recorded:
occasional Balaeniceps rex, Rynchops flavirostris and one record of
Ardeola idae.
A comprehensive inventory of all bird species that occur in the
bay is currently being made. Regular waterfowl counts since 1993 show
a total of 108 waterbird species at the site, of which 26 are Palearctic
migrants. The bay regularly supports 20,000–50,000 roosting
waterbirds and, therefore, qualifies both as an IBA and for designation
as a Ramsar Site. However, numbers shoot up to 100,000–200,000
and sometimes many more between October and February when there
are Palearctic migrants. An estimate of 1,000,000 Chlidonias
leucopterus was made in 1994, and counts in July 1999 show that
between 500,000–1,500,000 birds roost on muddy islets when the
water-level is low. Clearly Lutembe Bay is one of the most important
migration stop-over sites in the Lake Victoria basin and a major roostsite for many species, including large congregations of migrant waders.
Many Phalacrocorax carbo also feed and roost in the bay, the largest
number recorded being 1,448 in July 1998.
Key species
A1
Laniarius mufumbiri
Chloropeta gracilirostris
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Eight of the 12 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Larus cirrocephalus
—
12,000 (1997)
Sterna nilotica
—
500–10,000
Chlidonias leucopterus
–
500,000–1,500,000
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur at the site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Among mammals, the site supports Tragelaphus spekii (LR/nt) and
Lutra maculicollis (VU).
■ Conservation issues
Lutembe Bay qualifies as an IBA as well as a Ramsar Site. Monitoring
procedures need to be instituted to determine the trend of possible
impacts of developments around the site such as horticulture, sandmining and stone-quarrying. Since the site is close to the capital city,
Kampala, it obviously has tourist potential. NatureUganda has been
holding discussions with various stakeholders with a view to
establishing a site-support group. These include flower-farmers, quarry
operators, local communities and a resort developer.
■ Further reading

■ Further reading

Arinaitwe (1997), Carswell (1986), Rose and Scott (1997), Taylor and Rose
(1994).

Anon. (1950), Arinaitwe (1997), Balirwa (1998), Wanda (1997).

Lutembe Bay
Admin region Mpigi
Coordinates 00°10’N 32°34’E
Area c.800 ha Altitude 1,130 m

UG018
A1, A3 (A06), A4i, A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
Lutembe Bay is a secluded backwater at the mouth of Lake Victoria’s
Murchison Bay, between Kampala and Entebbe. It is shallow, fringed
by papyrus Cyperus papyrus, and almost completely cut off from the
main body of Lake Victoria by a papyrus island. The dominant
vegetation is a mosaic of papyrus on the open waterside, with
Miscanthus and Vossia towards the dry land. The bay extends into a
Miscanthus swamp and merges with forest remnants to the north and
with a recently cleared horticultural farm to the north-west on the
landward side. Its protection from the wave action of the open water
facilitated the establishment and proliferation of the invasive water
hyacinth Eichhornia, although that has recently declined. The bay and
its associated swamps are important for the surrounding communities
as a source of raw materials for local crafts, building, water for
domestic use and, probably more importantly, fish as food and income.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Although Chloropeta gracilirostris
has been recorded only once, in papyrus along the bay, it is probably
under-recorded in the Lake Victoria swamps. Laniarius mufumbiri is
occasionally seen in papyrus, but its abundance is not known. Three

Budongo Forest Reserve
Admin region Masindi
Coordinates 01°45’N 31°35’E
Area 79,300 ha Altitude 700–1,270 m

UG019
A1, A3 (A04, A05)
Forest Reserve

■ Site description
Budongo Forest Reserve, one of the most important in Uganda, lies on
the escarpment north-east of Lake Albert. It consists of a mediumaltitude moist semi-deciduous forest (covering c.42,800 ha), with areas
of savanna and woodland. The reserve occupies gently undulating
terrain, with a general slope north-north-west towards the Rift Valley.
The forest is drained by four small rivers (Sonso, Waisoke, Wake and
Bubwa) which flow into Lake Albert.
Budongo has five main forest-types: colonizing, mixed, Cynometra,
Cynometra-mixed and swamp-forest. The majority of the reserve is
covered by tropical high-forest communities. Medium-altitude semideciduous Cynometra-Celtis forest covers about half of the site and
Combretum savanna is widespread in drier areas. The forest is partially
degraded, mainly because of pit-sawing and saw-milling over many
years. The vegetation has also changed considerably following 60 years
of selective logging and silvicultural treatment which favoured the
growth of valuable timber species, especially mahoganies. Today, the
forest is the richest for timber production in the country.
The Forest Master Plan prescribes conservation of forest biodiversity
and ecological conditions, economic production of hardwood timber
on a sustainable basis, integration of the communities living near the
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Forest Reserve in collaborative management, development and
provision of recreational facilities, and the pursuit of research on various
aspects of forest ecosystem dynamics. The Budongo Forest Project is
based at Sonso and carries out research throughout the forest, mainly
on primates and birds. There are ecotourism sites at Busingiro and
Kaniyo Pabidi.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Two species of birds found in
Budongo Forest Reserve are not found elsewhere in East Africa. The
forest is the second most important in Uganda (after Semliki National
Park, IBA UG009) for species of the Guinea–Congo Forests biome,
and the list of such species will probably continue to grow. Muscicapa
sethsmithi, only known from Budongo in Uganda, used to be common
in mature forest, but is now extremely hard to find. Illadopsis puveli, a
recent addition, is not known elsewhere in East Africa. Other species
such as Ceratogymna fistulator, Smithornis rufolateralis, Ixonotus
guttatus, Neafrapus cassini, Sylvietta denti, Batis ituriensis and Zoothera
camaronensis are known from few other forests in the country. Other
rare species in Budongo Forest include Pitta reichenowi and Parmoptila
woodhousei, both with multiple recent records. Aside from the two
biomes under which the site qualifies as an IBA, species restricted to
other biomes also occur, including seven from the Afrotropical
Highlands biome.
Key species
A1
Francolinus nahani
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 10 of the 22 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 93 of the 144 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Four tree species are of conservation concern: Cordia millenni, Irvingia
gabonensis (LR/nt), Milicia excelsa (LR/nt) and Entandrophragma
angolense (VU). Threatened mammals include Pan troglodytes (EN)
and Loxodonta africana (EN; although this species has rarely visited
Budongo in recent years). The butterfly Papilio antimachus (DD) occurs.
■ Conservation issues
The Forest Department manages the reserve. Illegal pit-sawing has
been a problem, although due to intensification of patrols, benefitsharing with local communities, dialogue with the local authorities
and community extension and education work, it has been largely
controlled. There is a high cultural diversity among the communities
living around the forest, including people from the DRC who consider
bush-meat from a variety of mammals a delicacy. Although there is
no firm evidence, the activities of such communities could pose a
danger to threatened species such as chimpanzee Pan troglodytes and
Francolinus nahani. The former dependence of four sawmills on the
natural forest as a source of roundwood supply no longer poses a
threat, since none of them is now active. Ecotourism, currently at a
low level, would help to support conservation in Budongo: the Royal
Mile (a broad drive through some of the most attractive parts of the
forest) is probably the best-known ornithological site in Uganda.
A commercial sugar plantation close to the forest is encouraging
sugar-cane outgrowers’ schemes. These have resulted in the clearance
of most forest patches outside the reserve. The implication of this is
likely to be increased pressure on the reserve to satisfy fuelwood and
timber requirements.
■ Further reading
Dranzoa et al. (1997), Eggeling (1947), Forest Department (2000), Howard (1991),
Langdale-Brown et al. (1964), Owiunji (1996), Plumptre (1996).

Murchison Falls National Park
Admin region Masindi, Gulu
Coordinates 02°15’N 31°40’E
Area 39,000 ha Altitude 650–1,290 m

UG020
A1, A3 (A04, A06), A4i
National Park

■ Site description
Much of Murchison Falls National Park (MFNP) is relatively flat,
although it spans an altitudinal range of more than 600 m. The Park
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has well-defined boundaries with Bugungu and Karuma Wildlife
Reserves, which form buffer zones in the south-west and east of the
park respectively, and Kyabatwa Forest Reserve to the south. To the
south of Bugungu Wildlife Reserve is a large, medium-altitude semideciduous forest, the Budongo Forest Reserve (IBA UG019). The
Victoria Nile bisects the park from Karuma Falls to the delta at its
confluence with Lake Albert, with over 50 distributaries which flow
through thick papyrus (Cyperus papyrus) swamp. The Park contains
the famous Murchison Falls where the Nile, or a large part of it, flows
through a rock cleft some 6 m wide—one of the main tourist
attractions. The rest of the park is dominated by rolling savanna and
tall grass with increasingly thick bush, woodland and forest patches
in the higher and wetter areas to the south and east.
The conservation of the park has been based on those animals that
have most relevance to its management. These are the large mammals,
which have greatest impact on both the ecosystem and the majority
of people around the park as well as visitors. MFNP has a variety of
tourist facilities, and is becoming well-known internationally as one
of the best sites in Africa for seeing Balaeniceps rex.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. The Park boasts a rich avifauna,
with a checklist of more than 460 species, due to its large size and
wide range of habitats. It is certain that the list is incomplete and
many additions can be expected with more intensive research. The
convergence zone between the lake and the delta forms a shallow area
that is important for waterbirds, especially Balaeniceps rex. This species
is an important tourist attraction of MFNP, the only Park where one
is almost certain of seeing the bird. Balaeniceps rex is regularly recorded
along the Nile inside the park, especially at the delta and on two islands
in the river. The globally near-threatened Phoenicopterus minor and
Gallinago media have occasionally been recorded. Torgos tracheliotus
occurs. The Park supports 20 species from three non-qualifying
biomes: 11 species of the Guinea–Congo Forests, six species of the
Afrotropical Highlands and three of the Somali–Masai biome.
Key species
A1
Balaeniceps rex
Glareola nordmanni
Circus macrourus
Laniarius mufumbiri
Falco naumanni
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 14 of the 22 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Seven of the 12 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Glareola nuchalis
—
500–1,000
Rynchops flavirostris
—
1,400

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The stretch of river between Murchison Falls and the delta has one of
the biggest concentrations of Crocodylus niloticus in the world.
Mammals of conservation concern include Loxodonta africana (EN;
intensively studied), Giraffa camelopardalis (LR/cd; the largest
population in the country) and, formerly, both Diceros bicornis (CR)
and Ceratotherium simum (CR). Both are now extinct in Uganda due
to poaching, but reintroduction is being considered.
■ Conservation issues
MFNP was gazetted in 1952 and changed name in the 1970s to Kabalega
Falls National Park. However, since the new name was not officially
gazetted by the government of the day, the park reverted to its former
name in 1979.
The Park was proposed by Uganda to be a World Heritage Site,
but was not inscribed on the list. It does qualify under two of the four
required criteria: ‘superlative natural phenomenon’ (the falls) and ‘the
most important and significant natural habitats where threatened
species of animals and plants of outstanding universal value survive’
like Crocodylus niloticus and Balaeniceps rex. Poaching is the main
problem in the park. The people around the park, notably the Acholi
in the north, the Bachopi in the south-east, and a more recent
community of the Bagungu on the western boundary, were responsible
for most of the poaching in the park in the past. However, the various
armies and other politically motivated rebel groups who have at
different times disrupted the management of the park have
overshadowed the influence and activities of the neighbouring
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communities. By 2000, poaching in most of the park had been
significantly reduced, and large-mammal populations were increasing.
The large-scale destruction of elephants during the 1970s removed a
major modifying factor from the park landscape. Terminalia and other
woodland types have therefore been expanding over the past two
decades.

Combretum-Terminalia savanna and Butyrospermum savanna
woodland. There is only a sparse human population around the
reserve, and it is largely undisturbed, but for small-scale human
activities and some agricultural encroachment along the southern
border. It is also important as a source of fuelwood, building poles,
medicinal plants and honey, and serves as a water catchment area,
which is one reason for its retention—it contains no tropical forest.

■ Further reading
Aerni (1969), Olivier (1992), Reynolds and Pomeroy (1993), Sempala (2000),
UNP (1992), Wilson (1995).

Ajai Wildlife Reserve
Admin region Nebbi
Coordinates 02°52’N 31°10’E
Area 15,800 ha Altitude 670–850 m

UG021
A1, A3 (A04)
Wildlife Reserve

■ Site description
The distinguishing feature of this Reserve is the presence of Ajai’s
Island, from which it derives its name. This island lies in the middle of
a seasonally waterlogged swamp called Ala, which is fed by two rivers,
the Ala and the Acha. It lies immediately to the west of the Albert
Nile, and comprises permanent swamp (including papyrus Cyperus
papyrus) seasonal swamp, seasonally flooded woodlands and
grasslands. The vegetation consists of Echinochloa grassland in the
swampy areas bordering the Nile, while better-drained higher ground
carries tree-savanna of Combretum, Acacia and Terminalia. The River
Nile forms the major drainage for the reserve in the east, while the
Acha, Ala and Linya rivers drain the peripheries into the Nile. Between
June and January of most years the swamp is flooded, cutting off the
island from the mainland. This is one of the factors responsible for
the survival of wildlife in the reserve.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. The reserve also holds four out
of the 12 species that are restricted to the Lake Victoria Basin biome.
A team of volunteers from Frontier Uganda surveyed the reserve in
1993, but the species list for birds remains incomplete.
Key species
A1
Balaeniceps rex
Laniarius mufumbiri
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 12 of the 22 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The reserve was specifically gazetted to protect the mammal
Ceratotherium simum (CR), which is now extinct in Uganda due to
poaching. The reserve still has relatively healthy populations of other
large mammals, such as antelope and Syncerus caffer (LR/cd).
■ Conservation issues
The major problem in this area is the expansion of fishing villages in
the reserve, which promotes encroachment by the local people. The
rebel insurgency in the northern part of the country and general
instability since 1979 have paralysed government and local authorities’
efforts to carry out effective conservation work in these areas. Of late,
the local authorities have expressed an interest in giving the reserve a
higher conservation status.
■ Further reading
Stubblefield and Allan (1994), UNEP (1988a).

Mount Kei Forest Reserve
Admin region Arua
Coordinates 03°45’N 31°10’E
Area 38,400 ha Altitude 915–1,330 m

UG022
A3 (A04)
Forest Reserve

■ Site description
Mount Kei Forest Reserve (formerly Mount Kei Rhino Sanctuary) is
in the extreme north-west of Uganda. The northern boundaries are
the Kaya river and the international border with Sudan; the Kechi
river is to the east. The reserve can broadly be classified into dry

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Mount Kei lies in the Sudan–
Guinea Savanna biome, which is reflected in the species composition
of the reserve. A total of 175 species is known. The reserve contains
several species known in Uganda only from this area, including
Accipiter brevipes, Buteo auguralis, Merops orientalis, Euschistospiza
dybowskii and Nectarinia osea.
Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 15 of the 22 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
There are more than 30 uncommon plant species in the reserve, three
of them known in Uganda from this reserve only, i.e. Aeschynomene
schimperi, Combretum racemosum and Morinda titanopylla. A shrew,
Crocidura somalica, is known from no other site in Uganda.
■ Conservation issues
Many of the larger mammals (including the rhinos for which it was
created a sanctuary) have been hunted to extinction. The relative
remoteness of Mount Kei limits management activity, but there are
no known serious threats to the continued existence of the reserve.
However, the persistence of war in southern Sudan creates a refugee
situation, which could be a potential danger to protected areas such
as this one.
■ Further reading
Davenport and Howard (1996).

Mount Otzi Forest Reserve
Admin region Moyo
Coordinates 03°45’N 31°50’E
Area 18,800 ha Altitude 760–1,660 m

UG023
A3 (A04)
Forest Reserve

■ Site description
Mount Otzi Forest Reserve is located on an escarpment overlooking
the confluence of the Achwa river with the White Nile as it flows into
Sudan. It is bounded to the north by the international border with
Sudan. About half of the area can broadly be classified as a
Butyrospermum wooded savanna, whilst most of the rest is Combretum
savanna with undifferentiated semi-deciduous thicket. Due to the sparse
population density around the reserve, as well as steep slopes and rugged
terrain which limit cultivation, it is mainly intact except for light
encroached enclaves, mainly at the lower altitudes. To local people, the
reserve is important for building materials, especially bamboo poles
and non-timber products; it is not important for timber production.
However, it is ranked highly for biodiversity conservation by the Forest
Department. The forest is also important as a water catchment area.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. So far, 168 species of birds have
been recorded. Among species restricted to the Sudan–Guinea Savanna
biome, Falco alopex has only been recorded at only one other site in
Uganda, Kidepo Valley (IBA UG030). This IBA is considered one of
the richer areas in northern Uganda in terms of avifauna, with mainly
open-habitat and savanna woodland species.
Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 14 of the 22 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Three restricted-range small mammals are known from Otzi, including
the shrew Crocidura cyanea, formerly thought to be a southern African
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species. Crocidura selina, formerly known only from Mabira Forest
(and categorized as endemic in Uganda with a restricted range), has
also been recorded in Mount Otzi Forest Reserve.

■ Conservation issues
The relative remoteness of this site limits management activity, but
no serious threats are known, although more information is needed.
■ Further reading
Davenport and Howard (1996), Dowsett and Forbes-Watson (1993).

Doho Rice Scheme
Admin region Tororo
Coordinates 00°53’N 34°00’E
Area c.3,200 ha Altitude 1,100–1,220 m

UG024
A1, A3 (A06), A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
Most of the Doho Rice Scheme in eastern Uganda was formerly a
seasonal wetland on the River Manafwa flood-plain. Doho Rice
Scheme is an area of intensive irrigated rice cultivation with adjacent
areas of natural wetland, mainly in the south. The swamps immediately
to the north of the scheme have also been drained for rice-growing by
independent farmers referred to as ‘outgrowers’. The swamps to the
north form part of the Lake Kyoga complex. All of the rice-fields
have irrigation channels which supply water to the rice-paddies from
River Manafwa. Rice cultivation has not destroyed the wetland, but
has changed the character and flora of most of the area from a natural
ecosystem to a managed artificial environment. The remaining natural
vegetation consists of reeds Phragmites, floating grass Vossia and
various species of sedge (Cyperaceae), including papyrus Cyperus
papyrus. Wet grasslands dominate seasonal swamps.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. There is no information on the
avifauna of the site before it was transformed by rice cultivation.
However, the transformation has created conditions favourable for some
species, particularly waders, whilst destroying the habitats of others.
This wetland forms part of the Lake Kyoga basin and more research,
especially in the remaining intact swamps, could reveal other species of
interest at the site, especially papyrus endemics. The area is also
important for breeding Balearica regulorum, and other species such as
Ardea melanocephala, Threskiornis aethiopicus and Platalea alba breed
in Busolwe, a nearby trading centre. Recently, over 800 nests of Bubulcus
ibis were recorded at the heronry. The rice scheme is an important site
for some migratory species and big congregations are occasionally
recorded. Species such as Himantopus himantopus, Limosa limosa and
Tringa erythropus are sometimes numerous.
Key species
A1
Laniarius mufumbiri
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Six of the 12 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Plegadis falcinellus
—
1,420
Tringa stagnatilis
—
680
Tringa glareola
—
13,400

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The ungulate Tragelaphus spekii (LR/nt) is known from the swamps,
where it is hunted by the surrounding communities.
■ Conservation issues
The rice scheme is not a protected area. Management falls under the
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries, whose interest
is rice production. There is currently minimal use of herbicides,
pesticides and fertilizers, but this may increase with decreasing soil
productivity. However, pesticides have been used as a means of killing
ducks and other birds for food. This is dangerous and an awareness
campaign is needed.
■ Further reading
Arinaitwe (1992), Arinaitwe and Byaruhanga (1995), Dodman and Taylor (1993,
1994, 1995, 1997), Gumonye-Mafabi (1991), Kigoolo (1995), Scott (1994).
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Lake Nakuwa
Admin region Soroti, Kamuli
Coordinates 01°15’N 33°25’E
Area c.16,500 Altitude 1,030 m

UG025
A1, A3 (A06)
Unprotected

■ Site description
This site, the Nakuwa area, is in the south-eastern part of the Kyoga
system, which is an important natural water reservoir for the Nile. It
includes Lakes Nawampasa, Budipa, Nkodokodo and Murlu, as well
as swamps in the east, and the northern swamps of Lakes Nakuwa and
Kyebiseke. The swamps are predominantly dense papyrus Cyperus
papyrus, broken in parts by pools of water forming sudds (clumps of
floating papyrus). Sometimes these sudds open up completely, forming
small lakes. Some lakes, like Nawampasa, are very shallow and covered
by water-lilies Nymphaea, with short sedges (dominated by Cyperus)
occupying the drier parts of the fringing papyrus swamp. These shallow
areas are important for both waterbirds and surrounding fishing
communities.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. There has been little fieldwork done
in and around Lake Kyoga, although during two visits by NatureUganda
staff, some apparently important places for the conservation of birds
were noted. There is no list of birds in the Kyoga system, but records
have been made in different parts of the swamp. These include Lake
Nawampasa, part of Lake Nakuwa and Kyebiseke around Irundu. The
swamps are mainly important for three species of global conservation
concern, and for species of the Lake Victoria Basin biome.
Key species
A1
Balaeniceps rex
Chloropeta gracilirostris
Laniarius mufumbiri
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Eight of the 12 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Mammals include otters and Tragelaphus spekii (LR/nt). Some of the
small lakes in the Kyoga area support rare species of fish, including
some that were exterminated in Lakes Victoria and Kyoga by the
introduced and predatory Lates niloticus.
■ Conservation issues
The area is remote and poorly known, and therefore needs further
investigation. The use of firearms to hunt Balaeniceps rex needs to be
discouraged through a public-awareness campaign which, in addition
to stressing the global significance of the species, should address some
of the negative cultural beliefs, such as the bird being a bad omen for
fishermen.
■ Further reading
Burgis and Symoens (1987).

Lake Bisina
Admin region Kumi
Coordinates 01°42’N 33°51’E
Area 25,000 ha Altitude 1,030 m

UG026
A1, A2 (s059), A3 (A06)
Unprotected

■ Site description
The shallow Lake Bisina covers an area of about 192 km², and is some
32 km long by 6 km wide, with a thin strip of fringing papyrus (Cyperus
papyrus) swamp. The major river entering the lake is the Apedura, which
flows from the north. It has a 30-km long and up to 6.5-km wide floodplain. The IBA includes the marsh at the south-western end of the lake,
beginning with a shallow part dominated by submerged and partially
submerged plants such as Nymphaea, Najas and Ceratophyllum. The
lake edge is covered by floating grass Vossia that extends into seasonal
Hyparrhenia-dominated grassland. Echinochloa grass also grows
extensively in the swamp, forming strong mats on the edges of the marsh.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Ploceus spekeoides appears
to be common in the vicinity of water, at least during the breeding
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season. A total of 47 nests were counted in early August 1996, but it
has not been recorded breeding since. The type-specimen was obtained
from Nariam in central Teso. However, the swamp around Nariam
has since been drained. The status of this species is not well-known,
but its distribution seems to be restricted to the north-eastern part of
Uganda. There have been unconfirmed records from Rhino Camp in
Arua and south of Lake Kyoga near Nakasongola.
Ploceus castanops breeds extensively in the short papyrus fringing
the lake. Other notable papyrus species include Bradypterus carpalis,
Cisticola carruthersi and Serinus koliensis. There is suitable habitat
for the globally threatened Chloropeta gracilirostris, but the species
has yet to be recorded.
Key species
A1
Balaeniceps rex
Ploceus spekeoides
Laniarius mufumbiri
A2 (s059) North Ugandan swamps Secondary Area: Ploceus spekeoides has been
recorded at this site.
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Seven of the 12 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Local communities hunt the ungulate Tragelaphus spekii (LR/nt).
■ Conservation issues
The area is not well-known and little information on biodiversity exists.
Lake Bisina falls outside the Karamoja protected-area system and there
are no conservation measures known or proposed for the lake or the
surrounding areas. The lake is very important for the surrounding local
communities in terms of fishing, transport, as a source of water for
domestic use and a source of food (Nymphaea rhizomes) during famine.
Local communities should be made aware of its importance so that
they do not engage in activities likely to jeopardize its survival.
Hunting of Balaeniceps rex with shotguns is common in this area
and the docile behaviour of the species makes it easy prey. There is
need for a public-awareness campaign to reduce the hunting pressure.

■ Conservation issues
The Wildlife Reserve was established so that the Karamojong could
continue grazing their cattle and get water from the swamp, which
serves as a grazing area during the dry season. Over 20,000 heads of
cattle move to the Opeta area during the dry season (October–
February) to the south of the reserve. Over the years, a proliferation
of firearms has exacerbated insecurity and caused large declines in
the populations of wild mammals. Also due to the insecurity, the
reserve does not generate any revenue, but has potential for big-game
viewing as well as birdwatching.
■ Further reading
Karamoja Wildlife Management Report November (1996), Karamoja Wildlife
Management Report March (1997), Karamoja Wildlife Management Report
June (1997), Uganda Wildlife Authority (1997).

UG028

Admin region Tororo, Mbale, Kapchorwa
Coordinates 01°10’N 34°30’E
A2 (109), A3 (A05, A07)
Area 114,500 ha Altitude 1,460–4,320 m
National Park

Burgis and Symoens (1987), Mann (1976).

Admin region Katakwi, Kumi
Coordinates 01°40’N 34°10’E
Area c.56,600 ha Altitude 1,030 m

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The IBA borders Pian-Upe Wildlife Reserve, which is important for a
number of mammal species of global conservation concern. The area
was formerly renowned for its large numbers of large mammals,
including Panthera leo (VU). Most of the surviving large mammals
are in the south of the reserve, in the buffer zone between two
Karamojong tribes, the Pian and the Pokot, along the Greek river
which drains into Lake Opeta. The main watering grounds for the
animals are the swamps associated with the lake.

Mount Elgon National Park

■ Further reading

Lake Opeta

Key species
A1
Balaeniceps rex
Ploceus spekeoides
Laniarius mufumbiri
A2 (s059) North Ugandan swamps Secondary Area: Ploceus spekeoides has been
recorded at this site.
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Five of the 12 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

UG027
A1, A2 (s059), A3 (A06)
Unprotected

■ Site description
Lake Opeta and its surrounding swamp falls in four Districts; it is the
only significant wetland in the Karamoja area, and one of the few
remaining intact marshes in Uganda. The IBA covers Lake Opeta
itself and the surrounding marsh from Lake Bisina in the west,
bordering East Teso Controlled Hunting Area in the north, Pian-Upe
Wildlife Reserve in the east, and covering the seasonal grassland
indicated as Lake Okolitorom on maps. The IBA is predominantly
an extensive swamp of Miscanthus to the east and south, merging into
dry Hyparrhenia grass savannas. Lake Opeta is a small lake in the
middle of the swamp, covered by water-lilies Nymphaea with a thin
fringe of papyrus Cyperus papyrus on the eastern side. There is a
wooded island in the middle of the swamp called the Tisai, where a
few people live. The area is mainly used by the Karamojong and Pokot
people for grazing their cattle in the dry season.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The wetland of Lake Opeta
has been considered to be of great importance for the conservation of
birds, and there have been calls at the international level to afford this
area a higher level of protection. It is the only permanent wetland in the
Karamoja area. No detailed inventories have been conducted in this
swamp, but from visits by NatureUganda staff it has been identified as
important for the conservation of birds. Ploceus spekeoides has been
recorded as breeding, but its overall status and distribution in Uganda
remain poorly known. Species of the Lake Victoria Basin biome that are
expected, but have not been recorded yet, include Bradypterus carpalis,
Chloropeta gracilirostris, Cisticola carruthersi and Serinus koliensis.

■ Site description
Mount Elgon extends along Uganda’s international border with
Kenya, which effectively divides the mountain into two roughly equal
parts. The mountain itself extends for about 80 km north–south and
50 km east–west. It is a solitary extinct volcano, with one of the largest
craters in the world—8 km across—and it is the fourth-highest
mountain in Africa. There are hot springs on the caldera floor.
Mount Elgon National Park is located on the slopes of the mountain,
contiguous with IBA KE059 in Kenya. Four broad classes of vegetation
occupy different altitudinal zones of the mountain. The lowest is a
community of mixed montane forest below c.2,500 m; a broad belt of
bamboo and low-canopy montane forest occurs between c.2,400 and
3,000 m; a zone of high montane forest between 3,000 and 3,500 m;
and there is a high moorland community above 3,500 m. In addition,
there are a number of extensive grassland areas within the mixed
montane forest and bamboo areas in the northern sector. Most of the
mountain slopes were originally heavily forested, but land-use practices
and the growing human population have had an impact on the area
and most of the forest on the lower slopes has been lost to agriculture
and settlement. The remaining forest is continuous, with an area of
c.790 km² in the National Park in Uganda. With numerous streams,
Mount Elgon represents an important water catchment area, serving
around one million people to the north and west and providing water
for the people of Mbale, Tororo and Kapchorwa Districts.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Mount Elgon’s forests
are rich in birds, with a total of 300 species recorded. There are isolated
records of one near-threatened species—Falco fasciinucha—the only
confirmed records from Uganda, although recent searches failed to
locate the species. Mount Elgon represents the western range-limit of
some species or races that occur in the highlands of Kenya and
northern Tanzania, such as Cisticola hunteri and Francolinus jacksoni,
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although the presence of Francolinus jacksoni needs confirmation
(there is only one sight record). Notable among the species that are
restricted to the Afrotropical Highlands biome, the park holds three
that are not currently known from any other Ugandan IBA:
Francolinus psilolaemus, Pogoniulus leucomystax and Cercomela
sordida. Other notable highland species include Caprimulgus
poliocephalus, Linurgus olivaceus and Cryptospiza salvadorii. There is
an endemic race of Pogonocichla stellata. Francolinus jacksoni and
Apalis pulchra are both forest-dependent species known only from
Mount Elgon in the Ugandan part of their ranges. Species of the
Guinea–Congo Forests biome are numerous, although most of them
are well-represented at other Ugandan IBAs, especially in western
Uganda. Also occurring are three species of the Lake Victoria Basin
biome and seven of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome.
Key species
A2 (109) Kenyan mountains EBA: Both of the species of this EBA that occur in Uganda
have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 43 of the 144 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 56 of the 88 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Threatened mammals known from this site include Loxodonta africana
(EN). The small-mammal fauna is rich, and includes a relict population
of Rhabdomys pumilio (DD), only known in East Africa from Mount
Elgon. The butterflies Metisella trisignatus and Imbrasia balayneshae
are known in Uganda only from this forest.
■ Conservation issues
The Forest Department’s Natural Resource Inventory noted the
absence of understorey bird species characteristic of undisturbed forest
habitats, due to the presence of cattle and goats that roamed freely
and browsed the understorey vegetation. This problem was only partly
solved when the forest was gazetted as a National Park in 1992. The
biggest threat to Mount Elgon National Park is the high human
population densities adjacent to it, which have resulted in
encroachment. This has now been largely stopped, but remains a
serious threat. Before the transfer of its management to the Uganda
Wildlife Authority, the Forest Reserve had been extensively damaged
by agricultural encroachment. There was widespread hunting activity
and illegal pit-sawing. Multiple-use zones are now planned, as well as
community involvement in conservation, but it is proving difficult to
convince the local population of the value of the forest.

poecilosterna, Tchagra jamesi, Eremomela flavicrissalis, Parus thruppi,
Nectarinia hunteri, Emberiza poliopleura and Onychognathus salvadorii
are not found in any other IBA or protected area in Uganda. Thirtytwo species, including Tricholaema melanocephala and Nectarinia
habessinica, are only known in Uganda from this north-eastern area.
Four species of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome occur.
Key species
A1
Apalis karamojae
A2 (s060) North-east Uganda Secondary Area: Apalis karamojae has been recorded at
this site.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 16 of the 88 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 27 of the 32 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
About 200 tree and shrub species were recorded in Mount Moroto
Forest Reserve by the Forest Biodiversity Inventory Team, 22 of which
had not been recorded previously from this floral region (U1). Among
the 22 species of small mammal are three endemic to the Somali–Masai
biome.
■ Conservation issues
There are three communities inhabiting the slopes of Mount Moroto.
The Tepeth people are the largest and most established population,
the Kraals are scattered on the lower slopes and the Karamojong on
the lower plains. These communities grow crops, and graze cattle and
goats, and they rely on the forest for many of their basic needs, such
as fuelwood, building poles and medicine (including the stimulant leaf
locally called ‘mairungi’). Gold is panned for in some rivers flowing
from the mountain. The mountain often acts as a refuge to warring
tribes in the area—the Karamojong, the Tepeth and the Turkana on
the Kenyan side of the mountain. As a result, there is extensive hunting
in the reserve using automatic weapons and dogs, and most large
mammals have been hunted to extinction.
■ Further reading
Davenport et al. (1996b), Langdale-Brown et al. (1964).

Kidepo Valley National Park

UG030

Admin region Kotido
Coordinates 03°49’N 33°48’E
A1, A2 (s060), A3 (A04, A07, A08)
Area 144,200 ha Altitude 1,220–2,750 m
National Park

■ Further reading
Delany (1975), Davenport et al. (1996a), Howard (1991), Katende et al. (1992),
Langdale-Brown et al. (1964), Scott (1998).

Mount Moroto Forest Reserve

UG029

Admin region Moroto
Coordinates 02°42’N 34°42’E
A1, A2 (s060), A3 (A07, A08)
Area 48,300 ha Altitude 960–3,084 m
Forest Reserve

■ Site description
Mount Moroto Forest Reserve is perched on top of the escarpment of
the Eastern Rift Valley, east of Moroto town; its eastern boundaries
are also those of the Ugandan border with Kenya. The upper parts of
Mount Moroto are forested (totalling c.7,000 ha), but the reserve extends
a considerable distance into savannas of various types, including
Combretum woodlands, as well as bushland and tree/shrub-steppe.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The reserve is relatively
rich in savanna birds, with a total of 220 species recorded, although
the list is certainly not complete. Concerning Apalis karamojae, there
is an old record from the slopes of Mount Moroto, and specimens
were collected at the foot of the mountains in 1958 and in the early
1960s. However, its current status is not known. Moroto supports
several species not known elsewhere in Uganda and has more in
common with similar areas in north-western Kenya than with Uganda.
Species such as Eupodotis gindiana, Tockus hemprichii, Mirafra
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■ Site description
Kidepo Valley National Park lies in the north-eastern corner of
Uganda in the Karamoja region, rising dramatically from 900–1,200 m
at the border with Sudan to 2,750 m atop the forested Mount
Morungole. It comprises semi-arid plains interspersed with hills, rocky
outcrops and mountain ranges. One third of the park lies in the Narus
Valley in the south and west, with two-thirds occupying the Kidepo
Valley system in the east and north-east. Life in the park revolves
around these two seasonal rivers. The Narus has water for about six
months of the year and has well-developed Acacia-wooded savanna,
but the Kidepo holds surface water only during the wettest seasons.
Permanent water-holes are few and far between. The Acacia savanna
merges in the south into a fire-climax grassland, tree- and shrub-steppe,
and bushland, with c.2,000 ha of forest on the higher mountain slopes.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Kidepo Valley National
Park has about 480 recorded species, the second-highest total of any
Ugandan protected area, after Queen Elizabeth National Park
(IBA UG007). It is also the only IBA located entirely within the Somali–
Masai biome. It supports some of the rarest species in Uganda, such as
Lybius rolleti and Apalis karamojae. Other species which are rare or
local in Uganda include Tmetothylacus tenellus, Lanius dorsalis,
Turdoides rubiginosus, Calamonastes simplex and many others restricted
within Uganda to this Park, Moroto Forest Reserve and adjacent
unprotected areas. Species restricted to the Afrotropical Highlands biome
occur mainly in the highlands of Lonyili, Morungole, Zulia and Lomej,
where there is a characteristic mosaic of forest, savanna and thicket;
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notable among these species are Monticola rufocinereus and Sylvia lugens,
both occurring at only one or two other IBAs in Uganda. The site also
holds 16 species of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome, and four of the
Guinea–Congo Forests biome. There are occasional records of three
species of global conservation concern—Circus macrourus, Falco
naumanni and Neotis denhami—and Torgos tracheliotus occurs.

in any of the other Ugandan parks, including Acinonyx jubatus (VU).
Other species of global conservation concern include Loxodonta
africana (EN), Panthera leo (VU) and various species of antelope. The
park has a rich and diverse herptile fauna, but it has not been assessed
properly. Unfortunately, there has been little scientific work in the
park since the 1970s.

Key species
A1
Glareola nordmanni
Apalis karamojae
A2 (s060) North-east Uganda Secondary Area: Apalis karamojae has been recorded at
this site.
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 16 of the 22 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 21 of the 88 species of this biome that occur
in Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 23 of the 32 species of this biome that occur in
Uganda have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Conservation issues
The park was gazetted in 1962 to commemorate Uganda’s
Independence. Its remoteness from the headquarters in Kampala and
other areas of human habitation makes it difficult to control poaching.
Political instability in neighbouring Sudan has contributed to the ready
availability of firearms, which have been used to plunder populations
of many of the larger mammal species. However, in recent years
management has re-established full control over much of the park,
which is one of Uganda’s finest.
■ Further reading

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The park has about 80 species of mammals, of which 28 are not found

Reynolds and Pomeroy (1993), Savidge (1993), UNEP (1988a), Williams
(1967).
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