
State of Wildife in Uganda
The role of Partnerships in Conservation

Nature Uganda public lecture at Uganda Museum, 1st March 2023 

Dr. Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka 
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Board Member of Bwindi and MgahingaTrust, The Gorilla Organization, Wildlife Clubs of Uganda  
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2021 UNEP Champion of the Earth Award Science and Innovation 

Another One Health Advocate from Robert Koch Institute in 
Germany, Dr Fabian Leendertz won the 2020 UNEP Champion of 

the Earth Award in Science and Innovation



Threats to Primates and other Wildlife

• Degradation of habitats  

• Human/wildlife conflict

• Poaching

• Illegal pet and bush meat trade

• Insecurity and civil wars

• Disease (emerging infectious and 
zoonotic)

• Poor hygiene and sanitation 

• Poverty

• High human population growth rates

• Climate change



Zoonotic  Disease Transmission
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Conservation Through Public Health 

We keep gorillas and other wildlife healthy 
and their habitats secure
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Monthly Comparative Disease Investigations between people, wildlife 
and livestock and timely interventions reduces the threat of cross 

species disease transmission

Gorilla Health and Community Conservation 
Centre at Bwindi Impenetrable National 
Park built with funding from Tusk Trust 

Rangers are trained to collect 
fecal samples from mountain 
gorilla nests



CTPH trains 270 Village Health Teams to become 
Village Health and Conservation Team (VHCT) community volunteers 

who conduct household visits



Village Health and Conservation Team 
community volunteer educating her community  



Village Health and Conservation Teams trained to 
administer family planning injections, a partnership with 
FHI360



PHE Advocacy in Uganda



Gorilla Conservation Coffee
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Board and Partners

A Private Public Partnership: NGOs, Social Enterprise, Farmers, 
Government, Roasters and Retailers



Mountain Gorillas are no longer critically endangered 
Improved law enforcement, veterinary care, monitoring and research, community engagement 

and tourism
Uganda Wildlife Authority, Local Government, NGOs and Tour operators
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How to Prevent the Spread of COVID-19 and other 
Respiratory Diseases from Humans to Gorillas 

Ranger Training Workshops

March 2020



COVID-19 Pandemic
Great Ape viewing regulations were upgraded in March 2020
IUCN Great Ape Viewing guidelines, Gorilla Pathology Specialist Group



PRODUCT

1° PREMIUM BLEND:
• 100% Arabica 

Coffee

WE ARE WORLDWIDE:

• Uganda

• Kenya (Safari Lounge)

• USA (gccoffeeusa.com) 
• Canada

• New Zealand (gccoffee.nz)
• France

• South Africa (Carico Cafe)
• Switzerland

• UK (moneyrowbeans.com) 

3 SIZES:

• 125g
• 250g
• 500g
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SAVING GORILLAS ONE SIP AT A TIME

Reaching Global Markets enabled us to provide an 
income for Bwindi farmers in the absence of tourism 

during the COVID-19 pandemic



POLICY BRIEF
COVID-19 AND AFRICA’S GREAT APES

Challenges and Threats Amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic for Sustaining Conservation through Responsible 
Great Ape Tourism

Officially launched at the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
Africa Protected Area Conference (APAC), 19th July 2022



Advocating to Governments, Donors, Tour Operators 
to conduct Responsible Tourism to Great Apes 
21 African countries:13 have tourism at 33 sites  



Responsible Tourism 



Launched the Policy Brief on 
Responsible Tourism to Great Apes at IUCN APAC

www.protectgreatapesfromdisease.com

http://www.protectgreatapesfromdisease.com/


Strengthening African leadership in primate research 
and conservation, APS 2019 in Uganda





African Primatological Society



2nd African Primatological Society conference 
in Entebbe, Uganda



Visit of the US Ambassador to Uganda in January 2023, 
to trek the mountain gorillas at Bwindi



Written a book about my 
conservation journey and how we 
developed a One Health approach 
that can protect gorillas, other 
wildlife and people

Release date: March 2023 in USA, April 2023 in UK, 
May 2023 in Uganda

Available for pre ordering here:

https://www.simonandschuster.co.uk/authors/Glady
s-Kalema-Zikusoka/193721897

https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Gladys
-Kalema-Zikusoka/193721897

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1950994260

https://www.simonandschuster.co.uk/authors/Gladys-Kalema-Zikusoka/193721897
https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Gladys-Kalema-Zikusoka/193721897
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1950994260


Thank You  Very Much – Partners, Donors, Stakeholders

www.ctph.org, www.gccoffee.org
Twitter: @doctorgladys, @CTPHUganda @GCCoffee1

Facebook: Conservation Through Public Health, Gorilla Conservation Coffee
Instagram: ctph_uganda, gkalemazikusoka, gorillaconservation_coffee

Linked in: gladys-kalema-zikusoka
gladys@ctph.org

http://schizflux.org/gorilla/index.php
http://www.ctph.org/
http://www.gccoffee.org/
https://www.instagram.com/ctph_uganda/
mailto:gladys@ctph.org

